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In view of all the legislation in favour of
that class of people whe think they are very
hardly used—the Labour Party—they cannot
complain of the legislation of thiz Council.
They have got almost everything they want.
T cannot conelnde without complimenting the
Leader of the House on the efficient manner
in which he has earried out his duties. They
are arduous duties, and require not only a
great deal of thought and a ecertain amount
of ability, but a high degree of tact. When
T look at some of the members with whom
the Leader of this House hag to deal, I re-
alise what conanmmate tact he must have to
be able to part from all members in so
friendly a spirit, after having been s0 sue-
cessful with his Bills. 1 must aiso congratu-
late the Chairman of Committees. He, too,
is new. T myself am only two years old as
President. Having regard to the newneas of
almaost the entire staff of the Howse, T think
we may fairly congratulate ourselves on the
reguits of the session. Apain I thank you all
for the rcmarks made regarding myself, and
I wish yon a very happy Christmas and a
prosperons New Year,

House adjourned at 340 am, (Friday),

Legislative Hssembly,

Thuraday, 18th December, 1923,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m,, and read prayers.

[ASSEMBLY.]

PrIVILEGE—STAMP ACT AMENDMENT
BILIL.

Mr, RICHARDSON (Subiace) %.33]: Oxn
a matter of privilege, I wish to ask whether
the Stamp Act Amendment Bill was recom-
mended by Message from the Governor, and
whether the fact was properly gshown on the
Clerk's certificate,

Mr, SPEAKER: Neither the Stamp Act
Amendment Bill nor the Land Tax and In-
come Tax Bill was recommended by message
from the Governor, and no such statement
was made in the Clerk’s certificate. Indeed
no similar Bill has ever been 50 recommended
during the peried 1 have oeccupied the posi-
tion of Speaker. The hon. member’s ques-
tion is due to a pardonmable confusion of
thought betwecn the two classes of Monay
Bills—those imposing taxation and those
appropriating revenuve. If be will turn to
the Constitution Act Amendment Act, 1921,
he will see that while both these ¢lasses
must originate in the Legislative Assembly,
and both may not be amended by the Legis-
lative Council, for one class only is a Gov-
ernor’s message required—Bills for the
appropriation of revenue and moneys. This
is clearly stated in Subsection 8§ of Section
46, which the hon. member hag before him
in his copy of the Standing Orders. The hon.
member may possibly have observed that the
form of Message from the Governor is in-
variably ‘‘The Governor recommends that
an appropriation be made for the purposes
of a Bill, ete.’’ Obviously suoch a recom-
mendation would be out of place for Bills
imposing taxation.

Hon. P, Collier: Move a vote of c¢ensure
on the laws,

Mr. RICHARDSOX: T wanted to find out
the position.

Hon. P. Collier: They know not what they
do,

QUESTION—GAOL REGULATIONS,

Mr. MUNSIE asked the Premier: 1, Fur-
ther to my question of the Gth inst., on what
date were the (iaol regulations gazettedf?
2, Is it his intention to place a eopy of them
on the Table at the next sitting of the
House?

The PREMIER replied: 1, 19th January,
1923. 2, These regulations were laid on the
Table of the House on 23rd January this
year,

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, LOCO,
SHOPS,

Mr. HUGHES asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, On what dates regpectively were the
seven lathes ordered, costing £4,833, referred
to in the reply of the \Immter for Bm]wayﬂ
of 27th November last? 2, Why did not the
foreman turner at the loco. shops submit a re-
port as to the number and style of machinery
required by the Government Laco. Shops when
the departinent wa3s intending to spend the
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sum of £20,00n? 3, Iz there any officer
in the departirent more competent to report
on this subjeet than the foreman turner? 4,
If so, who? 5, How many large milling ma-
chines, how many grinding machines, and lap-
ping machines respeetively were purchased?
8, At what cost respectively were these ma-
chines purchased? 7, What is the estimated
time these machines will ba fully in use per
annum respectively? 8, Will he call for and
submit a report from the foreman turner om
question 5? 9, If not, why not?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(for the Minister for Railways) replied: 1,
Two Herbert lathes, ordered 3rd September,
1920; one Chard lathe, ordered 1st Septem-
ber, 1921; one Colchester lathe, ordered lat
September, 1921; two copper lathes, ordered
20th August, 1922: one relieving lathe, or-
dered 29th August, 1922. 2, As previously
advived in reply of the 27th November, no
written report was submitted by the foreman
turner. He was, however, solely engaged for
a fortnight on the selection of the machines.
He discussed the types of machines required
with the workshops manager, and the list sub-
mitted by the latter to the Chief Mechanieal
Engineer was the result of euch selection,
consultation, and advice. On tenders being
received, the foreman turner was called into
consultation and his views ascertained before
any tender was accepted. 3, For the machin-
ery in his own section, the reply iy, ‘“No.”’
4, See No. 3. 5, Only one milling machine
that could be classed as large was obtained,
and four smaller machines of various types.
One cylinder grinding machine and one la&J-
ping machine. 6, Large plano-miller, £3,349;
miller and profiler, £2,684; vertical millers
(2), £2,020; universal miller, £677; eylinder
grinding machine, £530; dovble Izpper and
grinder, £928. 7, With the exception of the
eylinder grinder, these machines will be in
constant use. The first named, being a special
vurpose maechine, will be used as and when
requi~d.  Estimated at 50 per cenf. of full
time. 8, Nu. Presumably question No. 2 is
referred to, the figure § evidently being a
misprint. 9, Not considered necessary.

QUESTION-~RAVENSTHORPE
SMELTER.

Mr. CORBOY (without notice) asked the
Premier: 1, Is it the intention of the Gov-
ernment to proceed with the settlement of
the Ravensthorpe Smelter case on the lines
laid down by the courts in the case of McNeil
and de Bernales v. the Crown? 2, If so,isit his
intention to expedite payment to prevent the
rontinuance of the great hardships at pre-
jent being borne by many peoplet 3, If not,
's it his intention personally to investigate
‘ha whole matter, so that he may make up
1is mind as to the merits of the case instead
»f being dependent upon the advice of those
who are interested in continning legal action
19 long as possiblet
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The PREMIER replied: I bhardly think
the hon. member’s question is in order, par-
ticularly the last part of it. No ome is
specially interested in prolonging the agony
for the people the hon. member refers to.
We are anxious to have the matter settled,
and as soon as it can be determined who is
to et the money, payments will be made,
There i no wish on the part of anyone con-
nected with the Government to delay the
making of a settlement as the courts have
decided, and in the way they have decided.

QUESTION—WYNDHAM MEAT WORKS,
LONDON AGENTS.

Hon. P. COLLIER (without notice) asked
the Premier: Is he in a position yet to give
information to the House with regard to the
statement I made on the Loan Estimates as
to the Ameriean shareholding interest of
Messrs. Sheed, Thomson and Ce., the London
selling agents for the produets of the Wynd-
ham Meat Worka?

The PREMIER replied: T am glad of the
opportunity of reading to the House the fol-
lowing eablegram I have received:—

In reply to your cable of 22nd November
this year, Sheed, Thomson and Co., private
company, has no uncalled ecapital. The Wil-
liam Davies Co. incorporated of Chicago,
U.8.A., mannvfacturers, hold 105,000 shares.
Sheed and Thomson hold between them
70,000 shares. Mailing full particnlara.
Colebatch,

Hon. P. Collier:
ment as to shares.

The PREMIER: It does. I am glad the
hon. member menticned the subject, for I
had overlooked it. Apparently 105,000 shares
sre held in America, but not by these people.

Hon. P. Collier: By meat people.

The PREMIER: The agreement is not
signed. When the arrangement was made
in London I was careful to ascertain that
these people had no connection with the sale
of Ameriean meat.

That confirms my state-

QUESTION—ELECTORAL ROLLS.

Mr. MeCALLUM (without notice)} asked
the Premier: Is it the intention of the Gov-
ernment to make a house to house canvass in
order to put the rolls in order before the
general elections? Ts the department taking
any action to bring the rolls up to date?

The PREMIER replied: It is a dangerous
thing to have a house to house eanvass, so far
as my experience of it goes. If men are away
at their work they are often struck off the
rolls.

Mr. MeCallum: They are not.

The PREMIER: We have compulsory en-
rolment.

Mr. McCallum: But it is not enforced.

The PREMIER: Ii is, and many people
have heen fined.

Hon. P. Collier: Eigbty people in three
years in the whole State.
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The PREMIER: We might get in a little
revenue by this means.

Hon, P, Collier: That would be a goond
thing.

The PREMIER: Everything possible is be-
ing done to put the rolls in order. They are
being checked against the Federal rolls, and
other checks are also being made. A house
to house ecanvass is not satisfactory.

MOTION —-AT'PRENTICESHIP SYSTEM.
To inquive by Royal Commigsiun.
COrder of the Day read for the resnmption

of the debate from the 11th December on
the following motion by Mr. Davies:

That in the opinion of this Houss u Royal
Commission should be appointed to inquire
generally into the apprenticeskip gquesiion.

To which the following amendment had been
moved by Mr., Hughes:

That the following worde be added: * *And
wlgo into the question of articles in the
professions.’’

Amendment put and passed.
Question as amended, agreed to.

BILL—STATE TRADING CONCERNS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Order of the Day read for the resumption of
the debate from the previous sitting.

Mr, J, THOMSON (Claremont) [4.44]: T
move—

That the second reading be postponed
until this day week.

Capt. CARTER: Mr. Speaker—

Hon. P. Collier: Is the hon. member in
order in riging to apeak on such a motion?

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, on the question of
time. This is a postponement for a week only.

Hon, P. Collier: I rose on another motion
to move an amendment, and you refused to
give me permission to move it. I wished to
speak and move an amendment, but you re-
fused to hear me,

My, SPEAKER: Hon. memberas cannot de-
bate a motion for adjournment, but if time
is mentioned I think it can be debated. I am
not too sure om the point,

Hon. M. F. TROY: It ia possible to discuss
a motion for the adjournment of the debate
when a time is mentioned in the motion, be-
cause Bills go through certain distinet stages.
The Standing Orders provide plainly that,
in the second reading or third reading stages,
an hon. member may move, for instance, that
the Bill be read ‘‘this day six momths.’’ I

doubt whether a motion for the adjournment

of a debate like this can be discussed. 1 hope
you will look up the point.

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think I ecan per-
mit a debate on this motion. If the member
for Leederville desires to move a forther
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amendment to extend or shorten the time, he
can do so.

Capt. CARTER: It would meet with the
desire of some lon. members if I followed
that suggeation. I would like to know under
what Standing Order I am debarred from
speaking.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member would ba
in order if he moved a further amendment,
but ke would be strictiy confined to the time,
whieh would restrict the debate.

Capt. CARTER: I move an amendment—

That the debate bo edjourned for one
hour,

Hon, M, F. Troy: You eannot do that.

Capt, CARTER: Can I move that the de-
bate be adjourmed 4ill a later stage in the
sitting 7

Mr. SPEAEKER: I can only take an amend-
ment for a longer period.

Hon. M. F. Troy: The hon. member is not
entitled to ask the Speaker to give the Stand-
ing Order.

Mr, SPEAKER: I have given the member
for Leederville an opportunity to move a fur-
ther amendment. It is mot incumbent upon
me to furnish him with the Standing Order.

Mr, A, Thomson; Standing Crder 268 pro-
vides that an amendment may be meved to
the question by leaving out ‘‘now,’’ and im-
serting other words.

Hon, M. F. Troy: That refers only to
Bills.

Mr. A, Thomson: We are dealing with a
Bill.

Mr. SPEAKER: That Standing Order
does not apply to a motion such as is before
the Chair,

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes .- e . 17
Noes .. .. .. .. 19
Majority againat .. ..o 2
AYES.
Mr. Angwin Mr, Marshall
Mr, Chessna Mr. McCallum
Mr, Collier Mr. Munpsle
Mr. Corboy Mr. Toesdals
Mr. Davlies Mr, J. Thomson
ur. Heron Mr, Troy
Mr. Hughes Mr, Walker
Mr. J.ambert Mr. Willcock
Mr. Lutey (Telier)
NoEB.
Mr. Angelo Mr. Money
Mr. Broun Mr, Pickering
Mr, Carter Mr. Piesre
Mr. Denton Mr, Sampson
Mr. Durack Mr. J. H Smith
Mr. Gibson Mr, Btubhs
BMr. Hickmott Mr. A. Thomsen
Mr, C. C. Maley ! Mr. Underwood
Mr. H. K. Maley | - Mr. Mellany

Sir James Mitchell (Teller.)
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Parn.

AYEE. I
Mr. Cunningham

Nous.
Mr. Johuoston

Motion thus negatived.

Mr. J. TROMSOX (Claremont) [4.57]: I
move an amebdment—

That all the words after ‘‘that’’ be
struck out, with a view lo inserting the fol-
fowing: *'In tiew of the near approach of
the general clections, this House is of the
opinion that the whole question of State
trading should be left to the decision of the
next Parliament.”’

Ar. UNDERWOOD: 1T scroud the amend-

ment.
(‘apt. CARTER (Leederville) [4.58]:
I oppose both the present and the

carlier effort om the part of the mem-
ber for Claremont (Mr. J. Thomson) te
gag the final stages of the Bill. His first
efort would have stopped the further debate
of this question, and I oppose the present
effort, becavse State trading is a question
that has had considerable attention during
the present Parliament.

The Colonial Secretary: Too much.

Capt. CARTER: As to whether it has had
too much or too little is a matter of opinion.
We must faee a vote on the Bill. I do not
know why repeated efforts are made to
dodge such a vote. I cannot uuderstand the
attitude of the member for Claremont. T
plead for a straightforward attitude on this
question. Members on either side of the
House are entitled to their opinions on the
question of State trading, and surely it is
no sin that members on the Government side
of the House should oppose a prineiple that
is advoeated in all sincerity by members of
the Opposition! In opposing the amend-
ment I am quite in order in saying that I
stand solidly for the Bill as it has been
submitted to the House. I do not know
what right we as legislators have to con-
sider the near approach of the general elee-
tions, Tt is degrading our positions as
representatives of the people—

Mr, SPEAKER: Order! That haa nothing
to do with the motion,

Capt. CARTER: Then I cannot read
English,

Hon. P. Collier: What the member for
Claremont desires to add in the place of
the words he wishes to atrike out, is not
before the House.

Capt. CARTER :
where T am.

Mr, SPEAKER: The question before the
House is ‘“That the Bill be now read a
second time,’’ and to that an amendment
has been moved to strike out all the words
after ‘*That’? with a view to substituting
others. The quesfion now is that the words
proposed to be struck out stand part of the
question,

Capt. CARTER: I am going to oppose the
striking out of the words because by their
retention we shall have placed before the
House the elear-cat issue as to whether this

Then I do not know

matter is to be placed in the hands of the
Government as a Cabinet to decide the dis-
posal or otherwise of the trading concerns.
The words the hon. member proposes to
insert are indieative of his intention to kill
or attempt to kill the Bill,

Mr. J. Thomson: Leave it to the next
Parliament.

Capt, CARTER: It should not be left to
the next Parliament. The hon. member
gave no reasoms for submitting the amend-
ment.

Mr. .JJ. Thomson: I will give reagons when
I reply.

Mr., SPEAKER: The member for Clare-
mont, having moved an amepdment, will not
have the right to reply.

Hon, P. Collier: Never mind, we will say
a word or two for you.

Capt. CARTER: If I am to be tied down
to the striking out of the words quoted, I
take it that I will have an opportunity, after
the vote, of discussing the general principles
of the Bill!?

Mr. SPEAKER: I will tell the hon. mem-
ber when the time arrives.

Capt. CARTER: You are not of very much
agsistanee to a young member, Mr, Speaker.

Mr. SPEAEER: I am pgiving the hon,
lésember mare latitude, perhaps, than I should

0.

Mr. J. Thomson: Hear, hear]

Mr. SPEAKER: Is the hon. member going
to proceed with hig speech?

Capt. CARTER: Yes, but we have had no
notice of this amendment, this eleventh hour
misguided thonght on the part of our friend.

Mr,. SPEAEER: Order! The hon. member
must withdraw that remark,

Capt. CARTEE: I withdraw the word
misguided, and I will not trouble to add any
other of an adjectival deseription, although
I have several in my mind. X cannot see
whieh words the hon. member desires te
strike out.

[Capt. Carter engaged in conversation with
Mr. Pickering.]

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, member should
be able to proceed with his remarks without
waiting to be prompted by anpother hon.
member. I remind him that we are not on
the stage,

- Capt. CARTER: I hardly thipk that re-
mark worthy of your position, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order] TIf the hon, mem-
ber does not proceed with his speech he
must yesume his seat.

Hon, P. Collier: He is making no attempt
to proceed with it.

Capt, CARTER: The position was being
made ¢lear to me. T make no apelogy for
the obscurity of the situation. It has been
put before us baldly and blindly by the
member for Claremont. The position is
simply tbhat of applying the gag to the dis-
cnssien.

Mr, SPEAKER; Order! Tbe hon. member
is not in order in atiributing the gag to
another member.
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Capt. CARTER: But if the fact is there?

Mr. SPEAEKER: The hon. member is not
in order in making the statement,

Capt. CARTER: The fact is there; the
amendment sitnply means the closure, and it
is patent to anyome who reads that that is
the idea of the hon, member. Surely
I am entitled to say what must be obvious
to everyone, that that is his degire. The
clowure has never been ured in this House
with, I think, but one esception,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber mmst keep to the subjeet before the
House. There is no sugpgestion of elosure and
he is not in yrder in making the statement,

Capt. CARTER: [ the striking out of
certain words with a view to inserting others,
to allow of another Parliament to deal with
the question, is not being done with the idea
of preventing the second reading of the Bill
from taking place, then I do not know ex-
actly what the hon. member does wan{. 1
would like the hon. member himself to ex-
plain what he really does mean.

Mr. J. Thomson: If you will allow me,
Mr. Speaker, I will pretty soon tell him. 1
would have told him before, only 1 thouglht
I would have the right to reply.

Capt. CARTER: The position is simply
that it is not the desire of the hen. member
that the Bill be now read a second time.

AMr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member
must withdraw that remark, and I will not
permit him any longer to follow the line of
argument he has been pursuing.

Capt. CARTER: I withdraw the statement,
At the same time, I cannot see on what logieal
gronnds I am forced to withdraw it. There
is the plain English of the thing, and it cer-
tainly indicates to anyone who can read En-
glish that the desire is to stor the debate.

Hon. T. Walker: You are now defying
the Chair.

Capt. CARTER: It is nscless for me to go
any further. I cannot see anything else than
a desire to do what T have said and for say-
ing which I have been compelled to withdraw,
That being so, I am not going to take up the
time of the House any longer.

Opposition members: Hear, hear!

Capt. CARTER: Despite the Opposition
‘*hear, hears,”’ I am entitled to my opinion
as much as they are to theirs and, you, Mr.
Speaker, in your honourable position in the
Chair are entitled to yeurs.

My, J. H, SMITH (Nelson) (5.13]: 1
applaud the broad, national outlook of the
hon, member who moved the amendment, Of
course a subject of this importance had to be
left to be dealt with at the closing hours of
the session! The same thing happened last
session, with this difference, that on the pre-
sent oceasion it has been left to a private
member to introduce the Bill.

Mr. Hughes: One of the Opposition, too.

Mr, J H. SMITH: ¥Yes, and who prompted
the member for IL.esderville throughout his
speech. The Government apparently favour
the Bill, but are not prepared to take the
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responsibility of moving it from their own
side. I say that advisedly., We have two or
three renegades, who endeavour to embarrass
the Government on every oceasion. Even when
the member for Leederville (Capt. Carter)
was speaking, he was prompted to use certain
words by those two or three gentlemen,

Mr. A. Thomson; My attention has leen
directed to a statement by the hon. member,
that there are several rencgades herv and that
the hon. member included me.

Mr. Corboy: He did not mention you. The
eap must fit,

Hon. . Coliier:
they are!

Mr. SPJVAKER: The member for Claremont
was liscussing with me the words to be added
and, unfortunately, I did not not hear the re-
mark, Tf the hon. member accused the mem-
ber for Katanning of being a renegade, it
woulidl be disorderly and he would hawe to
withdraw.

Hon, P. Collier:

We have no idea whe

He did not mention any-

one.

Capt. Carter: He referred to members as
renegades.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1If the hon. member

takes that as being offensive, the member for
Nelson must withdraw.

Mr, Marshall: On a point of order, the
words were uttered some time ago, and if the
hon. member objected to them it was his place
to take cxception immediately. He did not
take exception at the time.

Mr. A, Thomson: I said my attention had
been drawn to the astatement.

Mr. SPEAKER: Does the hon. member
take the accusation to himself?

Alr, A, Thomson: No, certainly not.

Mr. SPEAKER: Then there is nothing to
be withdrawn,

Mr, J. H. SMITH: Apparently it fits the
member for Katanning.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber muet not make a statement like that.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: If the eap does not
fit him, I withdraw the statement.

Mr. A. Thomson: The hon. member should
withdraw that.

Mr. SPEAKER:
withdrawn it.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: T have religiously
voted against the adjournments on this ques-
tion. T want to find cut exaetly how mem-
hers stand, and whether they are prepared to
take the responsibility. T wanted the Govern-
ment to introduce a Bill off their own bat.
Apparently they are afraid to do so, wishing
tn place the blame on the shoulders of sup-
porters or others so that they will be in =
position to say, *We did not say the whole
of the trading concerns were a failure. The
member for Katanning, or someone else, said
g0.’' T do mnot see why Parliament cannot be
trusted.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is
drifting into the same groove as other mem-
bers. It might be as well to allow a debate
on the two questions and then close the dis-
cussion instead of having two debates. I

The hon. member has
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shall permit members to discuss the amend-
ment to strike out certain words and insert
other words.

Capt. Carter:
to apeak aguin.

Hon. P. Collier: That does not matter;
we have all next week before as.

Mr, SPEAKER: Very well, the diseussion
will be confined to striking out certain words.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: T do not wish to occupy
time unnecessarily. T know how eager every-
one is to get through the business quick and
lively and save money to the country. We
are sitting here all the year round listening
to these things,

Hon. . Collier: TI«t us take a vote.

AMr. J. H. SMITH: I am prepared to
stand by my opinion. I suppese I would be
out of order in saying that, but for the State
Bawmills——

Mr. SPEAEER:
member to proceed.

Mr, J. H., SMITII: T know that. The
great scttlement scheme instituted by the
Premier would not have beem possible——

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member cannot
pursue that line. He must confine himeelf to
the words proposed to be struck out.

Mr, J, H, SMITH: The next Government
will have to take over the responsibility for
all the group settlements.

Mr. SPEAETER: That is the time when
the hon. membter may discoss it, not to-day.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: If these huge trading
concerns are closed up

Hon, P. Collier: It will be a calamity.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
confinc himself to the amendmant.

Mr. J. H SMITH: T support the amend-
ment and shall have something more to say
later on.

Mr. DURACK (Kimberley) [5.22]: I op-
pose the amendment. There is not the slight-
est douht, as indicated by the member for
Leederville (Capt. Carter), that this is a
direet attempt to burke the object of the Bill
There is no gefting away from that.

Mr. J. Thomson: My intention was to
gave the time of the House, and not to block
the Bill,

Hon. P. Coltier: If the Bill gets blocked
incidentally, we cannot help it.

Mr, DURACK: The hon. member said it
would do him harm.

Hon. P. Collier: It is all very well for
you. ¥ou are not facing the barrier again,

Mr. DURACK: T stand in the same posi-
tion as when before my electors.

Hon. P, Collier: Yon are not taking the
ri<k now.

Mr. DURACK: The member for AMt. Mag-
net (Hon. M. F. Troy) made some remarks
nbout equivocation on my part. I challenged
him to read my speech in ‘‘Hansard,’’ but
he did not read it. Tt was not my intention
to speak, but last night when members af
the Opposition were speaking, a lot of atten-
tion wag directed to me on accoeunt of my
attitude towards State trading concerns, I
regret, Mr, Speaker, you have ruled that we

Then I shall want the right

I cannof allow the hon.
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may not reply to those statements. You tried
to stop the Leader of the Opposition but he
ingisted upon going on.

Hon. P. Collier: Tt was a different sub-
jeet.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 ecannot allow you to
cast any reflections upon the Chair.

Mr. DURACK: The hon. member was
allowed to speak.

Mr. BSPEAKER: Then he mast have had
a right to do so.

Mr. DURACK: We on this side of the
House should have an equal right to reply te
the statements made last night.

Hen. P. Collier: So you will--later on.

Mr. Corhoy: Tn the next Parliament.

Mr, DURACK: We would not be worth
our salt if, holding certain principles, we
were not prepared to stand up for them. Iap-
preciate the attitude of the Opposition. They
stand up for their principles. State trading
concerns form a plank of their platform and
they are not afraid to own it. We on this
side are not prepared to stand wup for our
principles.

Hon. P. Collier:
you up.

Mr. DURACK: The amendment is intended
to burke and shirk the gituation, and I oppose
it.

Mr. A. THOMSON (Eatanning—on
amendment) [5.23]:; I regret the various
amcndments moved in an endeavour to burke
disecussion. The Bill iz a simple one and I
am astonished at the oppesition it has evoked.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Tt could have been
disensaed weeks ago.

Mr. A, THOMBOXN: I cannot commend
the member for North-East Fremantle (Hon.
‘W. C. Angwin) on the way he handled the
subject.

Mr. Munsie: Has that anything to do with
the amendment?

Mr. Hughes: On a point of order, ig the
hon. member within the scope of the discus-
sion in referring to the way in which the
member for North-East Fremantle handled
the subject?

Mr. SPEAKER: He is not in order in
speaking other than to the amendment.

Mr. A. THOMBON: I was replying to an
interjection by the member for North-East
Fremantle,

That is what smashed

Mr. SPEAKER: Interjections are dis-
orderly.
Mr, A, THOMSON: But surely when

statements are made by way of interjection,
I should be ahle to reply to them. The hon.
member said this Bill should have been dis-
cussed weeks ago.

Mr. SPEAEKER: The question is whether
certain words shall be astruck out.

Mr., A, THOMSON: I would be pleared if
you allowed me a certain amount of latitude.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is not
going to take up the time of the House in
discussing interjections.

Mr. A. THOMSON: But when ome’s
honour is at stake, and suggestions are made
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by way of interjection, surely one is entitled
to explain them? .

Mr. SPEAKER: If the hon. member is
being aecused, it is his duty to ¢all my atten-
tion to the fact.

Mr. A. THOMS0X: I am cpdeavouring to
do so. I wish to place the matter clearly
before the House. 1 believe members of the
Qpposition are fair enough.

ITon, W. (. Angwin: I never attavked
your lonour, :

Mr. A. THOMSON: You did.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I spoke the truth,

Hor. P, Collier: If you told the truth, you
must have.

Mr. A, THOMSON: The hon. member said
the Bill could have heen discussed weeks

ago.
ng. SPEAKER: That has nothing to do
with the question,

Mr, A. THOMSON: 1 am aware of that.

Mr. SPEAKER: Well, you do not indicate
it by the way you arc proceeding.

Mr. A. THOMS8ON: The amendment is a
deliberate attempt to kill the Bill, If it is
carried, I shall be in the unfortunate position
of having had numerous accusations made
against me to which I have been unable to
reply.

Mr. Teesdale: Write to the paper to-
morrow morning about the accusations.

Mr. A. THOMSON: The amendment is a
deliberate attempt to kill the Bill, The
member for Claremont (Mr. J. Thomson)
came to the House with the amendment
typewriten. His first amendment failed, and
now he is making a second attempt. Tt is
designed to burke discussion and set the
Bill aside. T have been charged with delay-
ing the Bill and bringing it forward in the
dying hours of the session. Members of
the Opposition have the courage of their
eonvictions, and ever since I have been in
the House I have had the courage of mine.
If T am permitted by my electors again to
occupy a seat in this House, I shall continue
to exereise my privilege of acting up to the
standard of what I consider to be right.

Mr. SPEAKER : The hon, member 1is
transgressing. If the hon. member does not
keep to the question, he will have to resume
his seat. We are not discussing whether
the hon. member will be returned to the
House.

Mr, A. THOMSON : The object of the
amendment is to prevent the discussion of
my Bill, which has been on the Notice Paper
since Aungust.

Hon, W. C. Angwin :
when it was called.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I was, once. 1 was
attending the agricultural show in my dis-
triet, as agricaltural members do. I asked
that the Bill should be postponed.

Mr. BPEAKER: This has nothing to do
with the guestion.

Mr. A. THOMSON: But I must reply to
interjections.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
not reply to interjections,

You were absent

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. A, THOMBON: Last session, if I may
be permitied

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, member must
keep to the amendment.

Mr. A, THOMSOXN: 1 am endeavouring to
reply to certain stutemoents which have been
made. [ know that my reply must be
narrowed down to the amendment. If I per-
mit this opportunity to go by, [ muy not
have another opportunity of replying. In.
stead of shelving the question, we should be
vpen and frank: thoge in favour of the Bill
should vote for it, and those opposed to it
should vete aguinst it. But why try te put
off the discnasion of a Bill whiehh many hou,
members bonestly believe represents the
right method of conducting affuirs of State?
We hetiz a good deal about trusting Parlia-
ment. Why not trust the members of this
Parliament ! Why throw upon the incominge
Parliament  the responsibility of dealing
with sometbing that it is our duty to deal
with? The Bill rejwesents part and parcel
of the policy advocated by a majority on
this side of the Chamber,

Mr. SPEAKER: That has nothing at all to
do with the guestion. If the hon. member
does not keep to the question before the
House, L shall have to ask him to resuma
his geat.

Mr, A, THOMSON: I regret that I am not
peruritted to reply to many of the state-
ments that have leen made,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member has the
same right as any other member,

Mr, Underwood: Many of the statements
made were not applicable to the Bill at all.

Mr, A. THOMSOXN: T have no opportunity
of replying. [ ask members to lot us have
n vote on the RBill, and not to let the measure
be side-tracked, ns suggested by the member
for Claremont.

My, PICKERING (Bussex) |5.15]: T op-
pose the amendment, because I consider it a
deliberate attempt to prevent discussion of
the Bill. The measure should have been
brought down, but was not brought down, by
the Government, T have beeu in favour of
such a Bill as this ever since I have been in
Parliament. The member for Claremont at
the last moment moves his amendment, which
brings the question down to the level of the
ridiculous. There i3 not reason for accepting
the assurance of the member for Claremont
that he will, if his amendment is carried, mov2
the imsertion of other words later.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question hefore the
(hair is that the words proposed to be struck
out stand part of the motion.

Mr. PICKERING: There are no other
words which T could sugpest for insertion and
which would give the desired effect. The Bill
is overdue, On this side of the House there
has been a deliberately expressed wish that
the second reading should be now.

Mr. Lambert: You want to sel] the State
Sawmills, den’t you.

My, PICKERING: T want to dispose of all
State trading concerns.
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Mr. Lambert: Ineluding the State Saw-
mills?

Mr. PICKERING: I make no exceptions
at all. Tt is important that a Government like
the present, who have had a majority behind
them for fully three years, should give effect
to their policy of doing away with State trad-
ing concerns.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member capnot
discuss the principle of State trading. I do
not wish to compel the hon. member to resume
kis seat, but he must keep to the question
before the Howse.

Mr. PICKERING: I am strongly opposed to
the amendment, and hope the Hounse will not
carry it

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following rtsult:—

Ayes . o 19
Noes .. . .. 19
A tie .. .. .. 0
AYES.
Mr. ADgwin Mr, MeCallum
Mr. Chesson Mr, Munele
Mr, Clydesdsle Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Collier Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Corboy Mr. J. Thomsen
Mr, Davies Mr. Walker
Mr. Hughes Mr, Willcock
Mr. Lambert Mr. Wllson
Mr. Lutey Mr. Heron
Mr. Marshall {Teller.}
NoEd,
Mr, Broun Sir Jamesr Mitchell
Mr. Carter Mr. Money
Mr. Denton Mr, Pickering
Mr, Durack Mr. Piesso
Mr. Gibson Mr, Sampaon
Mr, Harrison Mr. Stubbs
Mr, Hickmott Mr. A. Thoemson
Mr. Latham Mr, Underwood
Mr. H, K, Msaley Mr». Mullany
Mr. Mann (Teller.)
: Pair,
Aye: Mr, Cunningham | No: Mr, Johnston

Mr. SPEAKER: I give my casting vote
with the Noes, to permit of further discussion.

Amendment thus negatived.

Question (second reading) put, and a divi-
gion taken with the following resulf:—

Ayeg .. . o 17
Noes .. . .. 20
Majority against .. 3
AYES.
Mr, Broun Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Carter | Mr. Money
Mr. Denton 1 Mr. PicEering
Mr. Durack Mr. Piesse
Mr. Harrison | Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Hickmott ] Mr. A. Thomson
Mr. Latham Mr. Underwood
Mr, H. K. Maley Mr. Sampson
Mr. Mann {Teller)
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NoEe.
Mr. Angwin Mr. McCallum
Mr. Chesson Mr. Mullany
Mr. Clydesdals Mr. Munsle
Mr. Colller Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Corboy Mr, Teesdale
Mr. Davies Mr. J. Thomson
Mr. Hughes Mr. Walker
Mr. Lambert Mr. Willcock
Mr. Lutey Mr. Wilson
Mr, Marahall Mr, Heroo
(Teiller.)
Pair.

Aye: Mr. Johnston | No: Mr. Conningham
Question thus negatived; the Bill defeated.

‘BILL—LOAN, £3,763,000,
Council’s Message.

Message received from the Coumcil notify-
ing that it did not press its requested amend-
ment, apd that the Bil! had been read a third
time.

BILLS (4) RETURNED FROM THE
COUNCIL.
Lake Grace-Newdegate Railway.
. Brookton-Dale River Railway.
. Roads Closure (No. 2).
. Yarramony-Kastward Railway,
Without amendment.

TR

BILL—LAND TAX AND INCOME
TAZX.

Council’s Pressed Requests,

Message received from the Counmcil notify-
ing that it pressed ita requested amendments.

The PREMIER: I propose to move for a
conference.

Mr. SPEAKKER: Then I think, before I
puet the motion, I had better give the House
my views on this question. Tn view of the
amendments requested by the Legislative
Council in the Land Taz and Income Tax Bill,
it may be as well to set out plainly the posi-
tien of this House with regard to Sub-
section (1) of Section 2 of the Constitution
Act Amendment Act, 1921, The main prin-
ciple in thia question is that the Council may
not amend Bills authorising expenditure or
imposing taxation. Tt has fuoll power to re-
jeet such Bills, but must take the responsi-
bility of doing so. The origin of this prin-
ciple may be traced through the constitutional
developments in England from the seventeenth
century, but the modern and practieal reason
for ita observance is this: it is only in the
Asgembly that the Ministry must have a
majority. If the Ministry’s finaneial pro-
posala are seriously reduced in the Assembly,
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the Ministry resigne and the Opposition takes
its place. No such rvesult ean follow if they
are reduced in the Counmcil, and a Ministry is
left to administer the country with funds
which it has declared to be insufficient. This
is contrary to the principle of Responsible
Government, To provide machinery, without
interfering with this prineiple (that the Coun-
¢il may not amend money Bills), by which the
extreme step of rejection may be avoided, the
procedure Inid down in Sub-section (4} was
introduced. By this provedure the Council,
before taking the responsibility of rejection,
may request the Assembly to make an amend-
ment.  The Assembly may refuse to do so.
In that case the Council hasx full power to
reject the Bill, hut must take the respounsi-
hility of the rejection. The Coumeil elaims
the right to reject, or to press its requests
but, however oftem repeated, n request re-
maing a request, and the Couneil cannot evade
its respensibility for reje-ting the Bill if it
thinks fit to do so when the request is refused.
But if the Couneil may repeat its request for
an amendment, so may the Assembly for eon-
currence in the Bill. This course was adopted
on the 13th Decembher, 1921, and may well be
followed now. This being so, the Assembly
cunnnt adopt any eourse which confliets with
the main prinviple that the Council may not
amend money Bills, and bas only the power
to request amendwents within the limits of
Suh-gection (4). To request a conference on
the Land Tax and Income Tax Bill will ap-
pear to admit that money Bills are to receive
the same treatment as ordinary Bills, and
that the different procedure prescribed in
Section 46 is a mere jugglery with words. Tt
will be, moreover, a marked departure from
the previons deecision of the House on this
suliject. T feel it my duty to place this view
hefore hon. memhers and, having done so, T
fenve the matter to the House.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir .James Mitchell
~--Northam) [5.53]: I move—

That o conference be requested.

T do not agree with the whole of your remarks,
8Sir. We sent to anotber place for their con-
correnee in a Bill imposing a land tax and in-
come tax. The Bill was returned to this
House with o request for amendments. This
Houge refused to make the amendments, not
uwnanimously, but by a majority. The Bill
was then returned fo the Couneil. Tt now
comes back with a mesgage that another place
pressea its requests. What we mow have to
say to another place can best he said in con-
ference.

Hon. W. €, Apgwin:
question such as this.

The PREMIER: Tf we cannot discuss it
with another place in this way, how are we to
get the legislation we want? It i not pos-
gible for anv of the Ministers here to go to
another pluce and argme his point. It can
only be dopne in conferemee, You, Sir, have
ruled that the House has no right to eonsider
this mesaage from another place.

Not on one preeise

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr, SPEAKER: No, what 1 said was that
in my opinion it had no right to consider it
in conference,

The PREMIER: You quoted sub-section
(1) of Section 2 of the Constitution Aect,
which reads as follows:—

The Legislative Council may at any stage
return to the Legislative Assembly any Bill
which the Legislative Cceuncil may mnot
amend, requesting by message the omission
or amendment of any item or provigion
therein: provided that any such request
does not increase any proposed charge or
burden on the people. The Legislative
Assembly may, if it thinks fit, make such
omissions or amendments, with or without
meodifications,

The Council are within their rights in asking
us to reconsider the message we sent to them,
I am not asking the House to do that, but
merely to consent to a conference with another
place. I realise that this House coatrols the
finances, but I alee realise that we send these
measures to another place for their eonsidera-
tion, That being so, how are we fo get over
a deadlock such as has now oceurred? There
i3 no machinery by which we van do other than
invite them to a conference or, alternatively,
refuse to make the amendment now, and leave
them to ask for a conference or to reject the
Bill. [f they reject the Bill, there will be
no taxation this year. It is only a common-
sense suggestion that if there be some matter
in dispute we should endeavour to get over the
trouble.

Hon., W, C, Angwin: They have no right to
amend the Bill.

The PREMIER: Last night the hon. mem-
ber did not rnise that question at all, did not
dispute the right of the Council to ask this
House to make an amendment. He voted with
me against the Council’s amendments, but
others sitting opposite voted for the amend-
ments. Tt does not seem te me this House
will lose anything by going to a conference
with members from another place and aseer-
taining what is in the minds of those members.
I do not know why they desire this amend-
ment, but I do know that if the Bill be not
passed wu shall have no taxatien this vear—
unless, indeed, we have another session, and
even then T do not zee how the matter could
be adjusted. So it is only right that this
House should endeavour to ascertain what is
in the minds of members of another placa, dis-
cuss the matter with them in conference and
endeavour to adjust the difference. That is all
I ask, namely, that we meet the members
of another place and reasen with them, We
have no other means of dealing with the
queation, and se this Heuse ought not to ob-
ject to its being dealt with in the way I sug-
gest. Tt would be unreasonable if wa were to
take up any other attitude. I am not inclined
to give to annther place power to control the
purse, and T am not, by the means suggested,
extending their powers at all. We ackrow-
ledge their right to consider these matters and
so, sarely, we are within our rights in meeting
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them and discussing such matters in the meas-
ure as apparently members of another place
object to.

Hon, W, ., ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [5.58]: I bope hon. members will
not agree to the motion. It is elearly laid
down in the Constitution Aet that the Coun-
¢il may not amend Loan Rills or Bills impos-
ing taxation.

The Premier: They are not amending it.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: But they are. The
Premier is giving away the privileges of this
Chamber. FEvery time he runz up against the
Connvil, they bluff him.

The Premier: You have no right to say
that.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: They bluff him con-
tinnally over the privileges of this Honse. We
have here one clear eot issue, namely, shall
there be or not a 15 per cent. supertax! On
two oceasions this House decided that, this
year, there must be a supertax. Now the Pre-
mier says, ‘‘Let us have 2 conference.’’
Surely we are not children here.

The Premier: 1 think we shall be childish
if we refuse this eouferemce.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The Premier is
aeting in a childish mawner. He runs away
every time he is attacked over his financizl
policy. He allows the Council to conduet the
affairs of Government, for finance is govern-
ment, He is placing himself in their hands.
There are one or two men there who ave
continually bluffing and frightening him, and
ke rens away from them withont putting up
a fioht,

The Premier: That is not true, and you
know #. You ought to be ashamed of your-
self to say such a thing.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: The Premier’s
duty i1 to throw the responsibility upon the
Couneil of putting the Government iato an
embarrassing position over their finances. The
people of the State would back up the Pre-
mier if he protected their rights. You, Sir,
have clearly pointed ont the position to the
House, but through his action the Premier
is howing down to the Council, as he has done
on other oceasions.

The Premier: Name one!

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: T could look them
np if T had time. Last year we had a con-
ference on the Assessment Act on which we
conld give and take and make an arrange-
raent satisfactory to all concerned. Do we
intend to impose this taxation or not? The
Couneil has said, *“We want vou to wipe aut
the 15 per cent. snper tax.”’

The Premier: There is also another point,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Theyr insist upon
our doing so.

The Premier: There are two amendments.

Hon., W. C. ANGWIXN: Both are on the
one question. T hope members will wpholidl
their rights and privileges.

Mr. Davies: We may do that after the
eonference.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: There is nothing
an which to have a conference. You, Rir, have

2083

repeatedly warned this House, and you have
power to tule this out of order. I hope you
will protect the rights of the people. Let it
not le said that becavse soine old fool in an-
other plage takes this actiorn. we must bow
down to it.

The Premsier:
nffensive,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Wheu some person
is trying to get something to which he
has no right, we are liable to be offensive,
If » man put his bhand inte my pocket I
would sinack him on the nose. We are sent
here to proteet the righta of the people. This
jroint has been fought for and blood has been
shed to maintain it on many ocecasions.

The Premier: "When has Glood been shed?

Hon, W, ", ANGWIN: The Premier wants
to give away those rights which shouid be
haudeld down to those who follow bs.

The Premier: 1 protest against that sort
of thing,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: You, Sir, bave set
out what the Constitation provides,

The Premier: It does not provide for this.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: The Legislgtive
Cowneil is exceeding its rights in insisting
upon these things. The Premier now wants to
hack him wp in selling the rights of the peo-
ple.

The Premier: T am asking for a conference.

Hon, W. . ANGWIN: Why?

The Premier: We shall see.

Mr. Marshall: You have power to kick out
the whole thing.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Let the Legislative
Council take its responsibility.

Hon, P, Collier: Tt will not throw it out.

The Premier: Tiwet thie House aet resson-
ably,

Tlon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: Two-thirds of the
trouhles of the Premier are dve to members
of the Legislative Couuncil, and he rons away
from them every time they bark at him. They
know the Premier will give in, and is pre-
pared to sell the rights of the people every
time in the hope that everything will be all
right in the future. By and. by the Couneil
will look upon this sert of thing as a matter
of right.

The Premier:
of vourself.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Twenty vears ago
the Couneil would never have dared to send
such o message down here, Did Sir Newton
Moaore, as Premier, vield in a similar instance?
He spid, ““Throw nnt the Bill,’' and they
threw it out.

The Premier:
vielding.

Hon, W. . ANGWIN: Parliament was
prorogued until the Council arrived at its
senses amd passed the Bill. The Premier
should have n little backhene.

The Premier: T Ao not want adviee from
vou. Any old woman ean give advice

Hon. W, €. ANGWTN: T hope the Pre-
mier ia not referring to any old woman in an-
other place. If a woman wan*s a thing
and ety herself out to pet it she will

You have no right to be

Yon ousht to he ashamed

Tt is not a question of
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get it, If the itself out
to break down the Constitution it will
succeed agr far as the Premier is con-
cerned. I hope membera will not agree to the
Premier bowing his head to the Council every
tinme and saying, ‘‘ Thank you, Birs, for what
you will give me,'’ The Premier will shortly
have to go upom his knees and say to the
Council, ‘‘Pleage Sirs, may I do this.’’ I
object to this netion on the part of the Coun-
eil,

The Premier:, But your colleagues voted
against this clause.

Mr. Willeock: No,

Hon. W, (. ANGWIN: I am not respon-
sible for my colleagues, hut no one on this
side of the House will allow the Couneil to
insist upon o matter of this description.

The Premier: That is not the point,

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: We will not per-
mit the rights of the people to be snbordin-
ateld to those of the Council.

Council sets

Hon. T. WALKER (Kanowna) [6.12}:
You, Sir, have elearly set out the position,
There can be no compromise or give and take
over this matter. This Chamber has supreme
authority over a1l Bills relating to money or
imposing taxation. There can be no conference
becanse if we initiate a conference we shall
presume that this House may yield. The
Couneil has no right to do other than suggest
or request amendments. All we can do is to
acceds to or rejeet their request. Every
Legislative Assembly ut times has had a simi-
lar fight with every Legislative Couneil, but
it will remain for this Chamber to break
down the time-honoured traditions of the his-
tory of British ParHamentary imstitutions if
we yield on this matter.

The Premier: We are not yielding when
we are sceking a conference.

Hen. T. WALKER:; A conference implies
that we are giving way. Tf the Couneil
presses 4 request, it is onr duty, not to have
a conference, hut to refuse it as sternly as
the request is made. The rights of this
Chamber must be protected. If we give way,
the Legislative Couneil may shortly control
the finances of the State. We must stick to
our rights or go under.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. T. WALKER: In order that we may
understand exactly the position Parliament is
placed in, it is as well to have clearly before
nus what the Standing Orders provide on this
point. DPrior to the passing of the Constitu-
tion Act Amendment Aet 1921, it would have
been impossible for the procedure to have
been followed up to the presemt stage. The
Council could not ever have requested an
amendment. By the passing of that Act the
Assembly made an enormous concession to
another place by allowing power to that
Chamber to request and even press amend-
mentg. That is the limit to which the Coun-
¢il can go. We can now gither aceept or re-
jeet the Conmeil™s request hut we eannot do
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more than that, for we cannot confer on
money Bills.

The Premier:
forth?

Hon, T. WALKER: We must recognise
the supreme authority of this Chamber on
money RBills. Suhsection 2 of Beetion 2 pro-
vides—

That the Legislative Council may not
amend Lean Bills or Bills imposing taza-
tion or Billa appropriating revenue or
moneys for the uvrdinary annual services of
the Government.

The Premier: What about Subsection 47

Hon. T, WALKER: Suhsection 2 i8 a
vlear decluration of the supremaey of this
Chamber on money Bills. Subsection 4 does
not increase the powers of the Council or
lessen the powers of the Legislative Assembly
but merely grants to the Legislative Couneil
the privilege, no more, of offering sugges-
tions by way of a request to this Chamber
that we, of our own volition, shall agree to
alter money Bills in the direction requested.

Mr, SPEAKER: They cannot presz their
requests under that sectionm,

Hon, T. WALKER: That is true. It is
a question of law that governs the position.
It would be illegal for us to give another
place the right to amend morey Bills. The
Legislative Couneil has gone as far as it has
a legal right to go in requesting us to amend
the Bill. Tiaving exhausted that power, the
Couneil can go no further. We would be aet-
ing illegally and forfeiting our right to eon-
trol the finances if we agreed to the Counecil
going further than it has done already.
We would be acting illegally if we com-
promized to the extent of comferring on this
amendment. It would be, in effect, a vietory
by the Legislative Couneil if we acceeded to
its proposal. Ancther place requests us to
forfeit our legal rights and act against the
law.

The Premier:
that.

Hon. T. WALKER: Yes, it is. The meo-
ment we recognise the right of the Counmeil
to confer with us on this proposal, the ex-
clugiveness of the Lower House to deal with
money Bills is gone.

Hon. W. (. Angwin: And ths Couneil has
got what it has been wanting for years.

Hon. T. WALEER: If we were o agree
to confer with another place on money Bills
we would merely be, in effect, creating an-
other House having the same powers to govern
the finances. If we did that, we might just
as well sit together. If we sat with the
Council’s representatives to confer even for
five minutes on this question, why should we
not sit together for five years or for all time?
Such an aet would destroy the effiezey of the
bicameral parliamentary system. I hope the
motion will not be agreed to.

Where iz that provieion set

The Council ig not doing

Mr, MONEY (Bunbury) [7.42]: I tzke it
that there is no allegation that another place
has overstepped its rights under the Comstite-
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tion Ac¢t Amendment Act of 1921. Under
Subsection 4 of Section 2 it is provided—
The Legislative Counecil may at any stage

return to the Legislative Assembly any Biil
whick the Legislative Council may not
amend—

T take it the Bill before us is one which comey

within that category. '

-—requesting by message the omission ov

amendeent of any item or provision therein,

provided that any sueh request—

Hon, W, C, Angwin: The Council is press-
ing its request now, Hon. members there
have gone beyond that stapge.

Mr. MONEY: The subsrcetion proeeeds:

—provided that any such request does not

increase any proposed charge or burden an

the people,
T understand the Council’s proposal is the
reverse. It recks to reduce and not inerease
the proposed charge or burden on the people.
The subsection concludes—

The Legislative Assembly may, if it thinks

fit, make such omissions or amendments,

with or without modifications.
It is for this Chamber to say if it will deal
with the request.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We have dealt with
that. Give us a fair statement and it may
earry some weight.

Mr. MONEY: I take it we are dealing
with Message No. 37 from the Legislative
Council. We desire, I presume, to communi-
cate with the Legislative Couneil on this
question. I can see nothing in the Standing
Orders to prevent this House giving definite
instructions to managers after they have been
appointed. It is within the province of this
House to say on that point, ‘We instruct
you to insist on the Bill without amend-
ment.?’

Hon. W. C. Angwin: What is the good of
having such managers; it is ridiculous.

Mr. MONEY: The interjection is more
ridiecnlous. It is entirely within the power
and diseretion of this House to aet, in its
communication with the other House, as it
thinks fit. It may act by accepting the re-
quest; it may aet by requesting a conference,
and in appointing ita managers give them
definite instruetions as laid down by Standing
Order 266. If the House is desirous that the
Bill as it left this House should not be
amended, then it is within the provinee of the
House in appeointing its managers to give
those mangers specific instroetions on that
particular point.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitehell
—Northam—in reply) [7.50]: The Constitn-
tion clearly provides that the Council may
request an amendment to be made. That is
all that the Counecil have dome.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: No; they are press-
ing the request.
The PREMIER: The Council made a re-

quest and this Houose last night, with the aid
of some of my friends opposite, said ¢¢No.??
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Now the Council have asked us to reconsider
their request.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: They have pressed
it, and they have done it in an insulting way
too.

The PREMIER: ZEvwery Parliament of the
Empire has provision for the holding of con-
ferences. Even the Mother of Parliaments
helds conferences on all sorts of subjeets.

Mr. MeCallum: What will happen if the
conference fails? Will the conference have
another opportunity of considering the posi-
tion or will the Bill be lost? Can this House
and the other Flouse deal with the position if
the conferenee fails?

The PREMIER: Of course.

Mr, McCallem: On the Licensing Bill you
will remember it was said that if the con-
ferenee did not agree the Bill would be lost.

The PREMIER: What was meant in that
case was that the House would not budge.
Having discussed the matter we can come
back to the House and deal with the amend-
ment as sent down to us. We can still deal
with the Council’s message.

Mr, SPEAKER: We first deal with the
report of the managers. If the conference
jia abortive we ghall then send another
message to the Council pointing out that we
cannot ¢oncur in the suggested amendment.

The PREMIER: We deal with the matter
as though tbere had heen no conference, [
remember it was pointed out on the Liguor
Bill that we would lose it if we did not
arrivre at a compromise.

Mr, SPEAKER: 1f the conference proves
abortive we can send another message to
the Couneil. The Bill will still be in that
Houge which will be responsible for it.

The PREMIER: The Bill will be with
them and the position will be just as if there
had been no confaremee. I hope members
will not be led to believe that the Couneil
has no right to request.

Hou. W, C. Angwin: They have no right
to press a request.

The PREMIER: It is only a request that
is made now. Tf we said no they would
have to reconsider the matter. T hope mew-
bers will agree to the conference. Really,
I cannot understand why it was objected to.
There ecertainly has not been any loss of
dignity.

Mr. SPEAKER: Before putting the motion
I wish to add a few words to the remarks I
made in the early part of the evening on
this subject. What the Premier said before
tea has to my mind placed me in a some-
what awkward position,

The Premier: I am very sorry if that is
8O-

Mr, SPEAKER: As Speaker I have done
all that T felt it was my bounden duty to
do, and that is to inform the House of the
proper procedure to adopt on such questions,
whether they be questions of messages be-
tween the two Houses or on the procedure of
this House, It is no use addressing ourselves
to this subjeet uvnless we do so in the
language of truth. The flrst message that
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came to us from the Legislative Council read
ag follows—

The Legislative Council returns here-
with a Bill intituled a Bill for ‘"An Act
to impose a Land Tax and an Income
Tax’! with the request that the Legisla-
tive Assembly will make the amendments
therein set forth in the schedule attched.

Under Section 4 of the Constitution Act 1921
the Legislative Council hag the right to
make such & request, and it clearly indicates
that they have no right to press the request.
I have told the House already that the
Council’s rights cease on their having made
a request on a financial Bill. Thén we get
Message 37 which says—

The Legislative Council requests the
Legislative Assembly in reply to Message
No. 49

That is the message we sent to them—
that it presses its request for amendments
to the Land Tax and Income Tax Bill as
set out in the gehedule which accompanied
its message No, 28,
They are pressing their request, and I have
told the House they have no right under the
Constitution to press a request on a financial

Bill. SBubsection 2 of Section 46 of the
Constitution Act Amendment Aet, 1921,
reada—

The Legislative Counecil may not,amend
Loan Bills, or Bills imposing taxation, or
Bills appropriating revenue, or moneys for
the ordinary aunual services of the Gov-
ernment,

That is perfectly clear. Subsection 4 says
they may request an amendment, but their
duties and functions and powers cease there.
It is of no use our being led astray. If we
grant a conference on a financial Bill, we
place another Chamber on the same footing
as this Chamber in respect to finan¢ial mat-
ters. That will be permitting them to get
in the thin end of the wedge. It will be
establishing a precedent that they have
powers equal to ours on matters of finance,
without any responsibility., TIf I emphasise
this, it is because I am jealous of the un-
doubted rights and privileges of this Cham-
her. I maintain we ghould not yield to
another place on financial matters, If we
grant a conference, we yield undoubtedly.
I have told the House as plainly as T ean the
position as it appeals to me,

The PREMIER: With all due reapect to
you, Mr. SBpeaker, you have replied to my
statement. The Governor assented to the
Btanding Orders governing the Legislative
Council

Mr. SPEAKER: That has nothing to do
with this Chamber. Those Standing Orders
control the business of the Council.

The PREMIER: Tbheir method je—

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot allow the Pre-
mier to make another speech.

The PREMIER: I do mnot wish to, but
with all due respect, T say the remarks you
made at the end of my speeech should have
been made before I spoke. It is not gquite

.

[ASSEMEBELY.]

fair to me. It is not quite right that you
should have made those remarks at thie
stage.

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot allow the Pre-
mier to apeak again,

Mr. Money: How is it proposed to convey
the decigion to another place? :

Mr, SPEAKER: By Message. There is no
provision for a conference on a Bill which
the Council has no right, according to our
Constitution, to amend or press amendments.

Mr, Money: On that point may T say

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 caonot allow any fur-
ther debate.

Question put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes . . LLoo21
Noes .. . .. 16
Majority for &
AYES.,
Mr. Angelo 8ir James Mitchsll
Mr, Broun Mr. Money
Mr. Carter Mr. Pickering
Mr. Davlea Mr. Piesse
Mr. Denton Mr. Richardson
Mr. Durack Mr. Sampson
Mr, Gibson Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Harrlsod Mr. A. Thomson
Mr, Johnston Mr, J. Thomsen
Mr. H. K. Matey Mr. Mullany
Mr, Mann {Teller.)
NokEs,
Mr. Angwin Mr. McCallum
Mr. Chesson Mr. Munslo
Mr. Collter Mr. J. H, Smith
Mr. Cotrboy Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Heron Mr. Walker
Mr. Hughes Mr., Wilson
Mr. Lambert Mr. Willcock
Mr. Lutey (Teller.y
Mr. Marshall

Question thus passed

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You had better get
this House wiped out altogether.

Appointment of monagers.
The PREMIER: I move—

That the managers to vepresent the Leg-
islative Assembly be the Minister for Agri-
eulture, the member for Bunbury, and the
morer,

Hon. W. C. Apgwin: Have we power to
give the managers instructions{

Mr. SPEAKER: The House is its own
wmaster. Tt can send the managers to the con-

ferenee bound to certain lines, or it can send
them free.

Question put and passed.

On motion by the Premier, resolved: *‘That
the Legislative Couneil be aequainted accord-
ingly.”’
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fastruction o managers.

Heon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [8.32]: I move—

That it be an instruction to the managers
appoinied by this Houge to insist upon the
Bi'l as transmitted to the Legislative Coun-
ctl by thig Housge.

Hon. T. WALEER (Kanowna) [8.13]: T
hope the Honse will pass the motion, although
I question its power to do so. It is out of
order equally with the motion of the Premier.
It appears to me that the proper course is to
adopt the methods prescribed in the Stand-
ing Orders, and send up a message direct.
What is the pood of a conference if the mana-
gers cannot compromise? If we send them
up to insist, a message will convey that inti-
toation without wasting time and suspending
the sitting for the period of the conferemce.
If we do not instruct the managers to in-
sist upon the rights of this House to keep
their hands upon money legislation, them we
shall have yielded on Seetion 2 of the Con-
stitution Aect. We shall have given another
place the power to make amendmenis to
mozey Bills to the extent of the compromise.
We shall have violated the Constitation.

Question put and passed.

The Premier: Did you say that the Ayes
had it, Mr. Speaker?

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes.

The Premier: Then I say, *Divide.”’

Mr. SPEAKER: It is too late to divide
now. We shall have to await the receipt

of a message from the Couneil. Meantime
we ¢AD EO ON.

The Premvier: I think it is quite vseless to
g0 0N now.

Mr. SPEAKER: But I have here a message
from the Council in reference to another
matter,

The Premier: I am very sorry, Sir, that I
did not realise you said the ‘*Ayes’? had it.

Mr, SPEAKER: I certainly did say it.
The Premier: I am very sorry indeed.

BILL—LAND ACT AMENDMENT,.
Council’s Amendments.

Messape received from the Council notify-
ing that it had agreed to the Bill subject to
two amendments, now considered.

In Commiiter,
Mr, Stubbs in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill,
No. 1—In Clause 3, S8ubclause 1, after the
words ‘‘per annam,’’ in line 4, insert ‘* with
eompound interesi’’:

The PREMIER: T move—
That the amendment be agreed to.

The difference hetween compound interest
and simple interest for the peried in question
is not worth arguing about.
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Question put and passed;
amendment agreed to.

No. 2—In Clause 3, Subclause 2, insert
after the word ‘‘shall,’’ in Kiune §, the words
‘‘as regardas the date of commencement
thereof ’":

The PREMIER: T move—
That the amendment be agreed to.

The amendment of another place nerely
makes the position clearer,

Question put and passed; the Counpeil's
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly transmitted to
the Counecil.

the Council's

BILL—VERMIN ACT AMENDMENT.
Council’s Amendment.

Amendment made by the Council now con-
sidered.

In Committee.

Mr, Stubbs in the Chair; the Minister for
Agriculture in charge of the Bill

Clause 7-—Add at the end of Subclanse §
the following words:—‘‘and as regards the
existing fence in the Gascoyne district, such
rate ahall not be applied otherwise than for
the payment of interest on, and sinking
fund for, the redemption of the loan already
raised **:

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE: I
move-—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Hon. P. Collier: It is a good amendment,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE: I
have stated here more than once that the
rate under this Bill will have no reference
to any rates already struck under existin
legislation by the Gascoyne Vermin Boarg
distriect for payment of interest and sinking
fend on the loan made by the Government
to the Gascoyne Vermin Board.

Hon. P. Collier: But the amerdment seeks
to make the rate under this Bill apply to
that purpose.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE: I
am objecting to that, because the rate under
thiz Bill will not apply to the erection of
fences or to the redemption of loans already
made or which may in future be made for
the erection of fences. The amendment is
not warranted.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I quite understand the
Minister’s statement that the Bill does not
apply any of the funds to be raised by
rating under it for the purpose of paying
interest owing on loans for fencing, or re-
demption of loans granted for fencing, But
why should not the Bill so apply?

The Minister for Agriculture: We have
all the other powers necessary.

Houn, P. COLLIER: I understand that a
considerable amount is owing to the Gov-
ernment by the Gascoyne Vermin Board,
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and has been owing for many years. The
debt includes not only the capital expended
in the erection of the fence, but a consider-
able amount of accumulated arrears of im-
terest. The payment of interest, at any rate,
should be a first charge upon any moneys
which may be raised under a rate struck or
levied.

The Minister for Agriculture: The re-
demption iz going om all right now,

Houn. P. COLLIER: But what has become
of the arrears of interest?

Mr. Angelo: There are no arrears.

Hon, P. COLLIER: The Munister has, [
think, just agreed witk my statement that
there pre arrears of interest owing. If there
are wone, then the Council’s amendment will
not apply.

Mr, Teesdale: There is no vost of mainten-
ance mow, so that the debt is being liqui-
dated naturally.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But the member for
Gascoyne says there is notbing owiag.

Mr. Angelo: No sinking fund or ‘interest.
The pastoralists bhave paid up to date all
they agreed to pay.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The whole of it?

Mr, Angelo: Not the whole of it; they ara
still paying.

Hon P. COLLIER: Tbhat is a different
statement.

Hon. W. ., Angwin: Unless the words of
the amendment are inserted, the amount
must be taken out of the penny rate,

Hor. P. COLLIER: It would be of as-
sistance if the Minister could give us infor-
mation abount the interest owing. We could
then say whether it would be legitimate to
apply the rates fowards wiping off interest
liabilities.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It became necessary for the Minister to take
over the functions of the Gascoyne vermin
board hecanse, inter alia, the fence could nnt
properly be maintained, the board’s adminis-
tration was costly and, gencrally speaking, the
board was not functioning properly. Since
acting as the board, the Minister has taken ont
of the speeial rate, provided to redeem the
loan, approximately, £18,000 for the main-
tenanee of the fenve. The rabbit: were just
a8 neherols inside the fene as ontside and,
recing that the loan wns not heing redecmed
as rapilly as hkad been expeeted, we  wore
asked to discontinue the maintenance of the
fenve, leaving the rate to autematically rednce
he lialility to the Government,

Ton. P. Collier: So the femee has bern
abandoned ? :

The MININTER FOR AGRICULTURE :
Practieally, exeept where it forms the boun-
dary of certain pastoral holdings. The ob-
lizations of the pastoralists to the Govern-
moent, instead of beina reduced, have rigen
from the oriminal sum of £66,000 o, approxi-
mately, £72,000. We were entitled to main-
-nin the fenee ant of the rate struck, apd so,
1s T s2y, we spent on maintenance £18,000 that
therwise wonld have pone to the redemp-
ion of the liability to the Gevernment. Now
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that there are no longer any maintenance
expenses, the rate of 1s. per 100 acres will be
ge;oted exclusively to the redemption of the
cht.

Hon. P, Collier: By about how mueh per
annum will the rate reduce the debt?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE :
About £2,000 per annum; so, approximately,
it will be 30 years before the cbligation is
redecmed.

Mr. ANGELO: [t is necessary to go back
a little into the history of the femce.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: [ should not advise
you to do so.

Mr. ANGELO: I intend to do so, The
Gascoyne vermin bourd was constituted in
1910 uunder the provisions of the Vermin
Act of 1909. The board horrowed £66,000
from the Government at 5 per cemt. The
pastoraliats taxed themselves to provide their
own fence, the Act enabling them to borrow
the money from the Government. The board
operated until 1815, Tn 1914 there was a
severe drought in the North-West and, in con-
sequence, several of the pastoralists got into
arrears with their rates and their interest.
The board, consisting of pastoralists, did nat
like to insist upon payment from feilow past-
oralists, and so they practically handed over
to the Goverment, agreeing to the Miniater
acting as the board. The rabbits were not in-
ereasing as had been feared, The pastoralist
agreed to continue Lo pay cost of the fence,
together with interest.

The Minister for Agriculture: The fence
was keeping the rabbits, not out, But in.

Mr. ANGELO: Neothing of the sort. An
arrangement was made with the Government
fhat the pastoralists should repay the loan,
with interest, within a certain time, but it
wng distinetly atated by the pastoralists that
no maintenance was to he charged apainst
them, since the fence was urelesa to them.

The Minister for Agrieulture: The Min-
jster had to perform the functions of the
bonrd, and wmaintenance was one of those
funetions.

Mr. ANGELN: Tt was distinetly under-
afood that the fence was not to be maintained
fer the pastoralists, An agreement was made
nnder which the shilling rate was to be ap-
plied to the redemption of the liahility to the
Government. The Goverminent accepted that.
8til), the Government maintained the fence,
and charred the cost of maintenance to the
pastoralists.  Consequently, instead of the
ohligation of the pustoralists heing redneed
tv £18,000, the pastoralists are now £6,000 to
the bad.

Hon. P, Collier:  People vho dn not pax
their debts always zo to the bad.

Mr. ANGELO: The pastoralists lave loy-
allv paid their instalments for every year. Bnt
thizs maintennnee has been charged against
them.

Hon. P. Collier: Properly so, too.

Mr. ANGELO: The Solicitor General raid
the Government had to maintain the feuce,
}ecauze that was the securitv. Whaever heard
of a fence as a seearity? The Government’s
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security lies in the leases. 8ix years ago,
when first [ came to the House, the then
member for Albany pointed to thiz account
in the Auditer General’s report. I immedi-
ately told the House the rea) position, and
the then AMinister for Agriculture promised
to have the matter rectified. On two subse-
quent occasions we had an assurance that the
account would he put right. Yet to-day the
account shows the pastoralists to be behind
in their payments, which is not the fact, Now
the pastoralists have decided to take the mat-
ter to court. We did not want the fence
maintained and the Government at last say
they will npo longer wmaintain the fence,
Here i3 a learned opinion that will surprise
the Minister—

The Minister has no grenter powers than
the old board, and is subjeet to the same
obligations and dufies as the old boeard.
The point at issue should be Jocked at as if
the board still cxisted.

Hon. T. Collier: By whom is that?

Mr. ANGELO: By an eminent legal ad-
viser. It continues—

Scction 54 of the Act is imperative and re-
quires that all proceeds of rates levied shall
be applied towards loan reduction, and thar
only the surplus, if any, shall be applicable
to maintenance.

So that puts the Minister out of court. The
Council’s amendment i3 to make the position
quite clear. We have had a misunderstand-
ing ever since the Government took over the
board for, in the opinion of the pastoralists,
the Government have becn expending the
pastoralists’ woney In maintenance inslead of
in the redemption of interest,

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIN: T thought this
amendment was to get over a difficulty raised
when the Bill was in Committee here. Tt is
true, as the member for Cascoyne (M.
Angelo) says, that under the Bill the Min-
ister has power to supersede the hoard and
become the bhoard. But the Bill koocks ont
the whole of the vermin distriets, becauvge it
provides that the Minister shall supersede the
boards, except in the South-West, and so all
the vermin areas outside the South-West he-
eome one aren.

Mr. Money: There could be separate hoards,
and the Minister could supersede them.

Houn, W, C. ANGWINXN; He supersedes them
all exeept in the South-West. Fe also has
power to strike a rate for a distriet,

Mr. Teesdale: A flat rate.

Hgn, W, €. ANGWIN: Tf the Minister has
power to strike the rate he may make a levy
on cvery rateable holding in the district and
not differentiate between one and another.

The Minister for Agrieulture: The Gas
corne bourd have already abolished them-
selves, because they could not earry out their
obligations.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Has the Minister
power to heep separate districts?

2089

The Minister for Agriculture: 1le is pro-
tected under Subclause 5. We propose to
bring in another Bill to strike the rate.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: That will get over
the difficulty in regard to the Gascoyme ver-
min area.

Hon. P. Collier: Are you going to bring in
the Bill to-night?

The Minjster for .Agriculture: Yes.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The amendment we
have hefore us does not overcome the Jiffi-
culty, but this new Bill may do so.

Hon. P. COLL.ITER: Subsection § says that
the shilling rate shall only be devoted to the
purpoese of the erertion or maintenance of the
fenece, and the payment of interest and sink-
ing fund on loans already or hereafter to be
raised. According to the Minister the annual
receipts under Seetion 59 of the Aet are in-
sufficient to pay the annual interest bill on the
capital cost of the Gascoyne fence. The capi-
tal cost was £70,i00. The Minister said the
veceipts were £2,200,

Mr. Angelo: The reecipts were £4,600 last
veat.

Hon. P, COLLIER: That would allow a
margin towards the wiping out of the arrears,
ani c¢lears up the matter, We shall be lucky
if the eapital is repaid in 60 years.

Mr. Angelo: The squatters have paid every
penny aceording to the arrnngement.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The members of the
vermin board cntortained such kindly feelings
towards the sguatters that in the time of
drought they did not prosecute them for the
rates due. The department then took over
the responsibility. No sooner did the Minis-
ter take control than the squatters ecomplained
that he was not acting vp to the agreement,
aml was spending some of their money on the
maintenanee of the fencve, They wanted it all
to go into liquidating the capital cost.

Mr. ANGELO: We lo not want the Gov-
crnment to spend another penny on the fence,
beenuse it is uselews,

The Minister for Agriculture: We are not
spending any now,

Mr, ANGEL(O: We want to make it clear
that the Government will not attempt to do
s0 in the future.

Hen. P. Collier: Cannot you trust Minis-
ters? You were trustful enough on the State
Trading *'oncerns Bill,

Mr., ANGELO: Had the present Miniater
heen in office all along we would have had
no complaint. The pastoralists stuck loyally
to the agrcement, but the Government have
mounted up the cost from £50,000 to £70,000.

Question put and passed; Couneil 's

amendment not agreed to.

the

Resolution reported, the report adopted, and
a message accordingly transmitted to the
Couneil.
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BILL-—-VERMIN RATE,
Standing Ordere Suspension.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—uortham) [9.3]: I move—

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as €3 mecessary to cnable the
Vermin Kate Bill to be iniroduced wilhout
notice and passed through oll its stages at
one gitting.

Mr, SPEAKER: 1t will be necessary for
an absolute majority of the House to pass
the motion, There is an absolute majority
of members present, and if there is no dis-
scnting veice when I put the question, T shall
declare the motion earricd.

Question put and passed.

All Stages.

Introduced by the Minister for Agriculture
and read a first time.

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. H. K. Maley—Greenough) [9.5] in
moving the seeond reading said: The Bill
provides for the rate to Qe levied for the
purposes of the Vermin Act Amendment Bill
to which we have recently agreed. I do not
think any further cxplanation is required. I
move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [9.6]: I am sorry the Minister has
not seen fit to explain more definitely the pro-
visions of the Bill. The Vermin Act provided
for variows disiricts controlled by vermin
boards that were vested with reting powers,
A Bill has been passed this session under
which the Minister has superseded all the
districts apart from those included in the
South-West division. Thus all areas, onee that
Biil becomes operative, are merged into
one district. The member for Bunbury
(Mr. Money) intimated, by way of in-
terjection, that the proviso to Clause 3 of
the Vermin Aet Amendment Bill overcomes
the difficulty I foresee. That would be all
right if it were mot that we have passed a
new clause, standing as Clause 7, which is
entirely differcnt, and places certain areas
beyond the scope of the Vermin Act gener-
ally. The Bill now before us says that a
rate may be imposed in respect of each vermin
distriet in all parts of the State cxcept the
South-West division. There is a possiblity
that the Bill will provide the right to strike
only onc rate which will apply over the whole
area.

The Minister for Agricolture: All the old
districts remain, and I, as Minister, only
supersede the boards.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: If the rest of the
Btate becomes one district, there can be only
one rate charged, in which ease the State
will have to forego its claim against the
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Gascoyne district regarding the rabbit-proof
fence, or else vse money econtributed from
outside the area for the purpose I refer to.
I am afraid that the Bill provides only one
distriet and one board. The Minister should
obtain legal opinion on the point.

The Minister for Agriculture: I have just
done so, and the position is as I have indi-
cated. All the distriets remain, but the Min-
ister supersedes the bogrds.

Mr, TNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [95.9]: I
oppose the Bill, beeanse we have no goarantes
that we will have any return from its pro-
visions. The representatives of other pastoral
districts may do as they like, but as for
the pastoralists of the Pilbara electorate, I,
as their representative, oppose the Bill becauss
those pastoralists have no guarantee that they
wili get anything as a result of the Bill for
the money they will have to pay.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a sccond time.

In Committee.

My, Stubbs in the Chair; the Minister for
Agriculture in charge of the Bill.

Clauge l—agreed to.
Clause 2—Imposition of rate:

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I want some infor-
mation on the clavse. How will it apply?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE :
The districts will be maintained and I, as
Minister, will merely supersede the boards.
The rate will be applied equally in the area
of the (Gasecoyne Vermin Board as in other
areas outside the South-Western division, By
that means, all pastoralists will combine in a
uniform effort to cope with the dinge pest.

Mr. TEESDALE: Will the Gascoyne pas-
toralists have to pay the prescnt rate plus
the additional rate of 1d. in the pound re-
ferred to in the Bill?

The Miniater for Agriculture: That is the
position.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The Minister says
that it is implied that ecach Qistrict will be
separate. If that be the case, the rate can-
not exceed a penny in each and every dis-
trict.

The Minister for Agriculture:
make it uniform,

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: How will that be
possible when you bave to charge a fairly
high rate in the Gascoyne distriet to pay in-
terest and sinking fund on the lean they ob-
tained from the Government for the payment
of the fence? They will not be able to do it.

The Minister for Agriculture: The Gascoyne
liability is in regard to the rabbit proof fence
netting.

Hon., W. C. ANGWIN: The clavse implies
that the Minister can only charge a rate in
the distriets in which he supersedes the board,
the rate not to exceed a penny in the pound.

The Miniater for Agriculture: The hon.
member will see that Clanse 1 declares that

1
That will
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this measure shall be read as one with the
Act of 1918.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Well, you are risk-
ing it. If the other people are satisfied, T do
not mind.

Clause put and passed.
New clause:

On motion by Minister for Agriculture the
following new clause was added to stand as
Clavse 3: ‘‘This Aet shall come into opera-
tion on a date to be fixed by proclamation.’’

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Council.

BILL—OPTICIANS.
Order discharged.

Order of the Day read for the second read-
ing,

On motion by the Premier the Order was
discharged from the Notice Paper.

MOTION—GOLDFIELDS PASTORALISTS.
Price of Scheme Water. .
Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [9.30]: I

move—

That in the opinion of this House it iz
essential, ir order to assist the development
of the pastoral industry and encourage the
production of stock, the price of water on
the Eastern Goldficlds for stock purposes
supplied from the water scheme should be
considerably reduced.

I have had some conversation with the Pre-
mier upon the necessity for lowering the
price of water for stock purposes on the
Eastern Goldfields, Some time ago, at the
request of small holders in my district, I
urged upon the Government that the high
charge militated against the induwstry. Two
or three years ago, after several meetings of
small stock owners, the Government decided
that water for stock purposes should be
ceharged for at 2, 6d. per thousand gallons.
For some mysterious reason the old rate was
reverted to soon afterwards. The Govern-
ment should view Lhis request sympathet-
cally. There is no chance of small owners
stocking up their bholdings unless dn dry
seagons they can he assured of water at a
reasonable rate.

The Minister for Works: Where are they
breeding stock?

Mr. LAMBERT: All along the line, The
greater portion of the Eastern Goldfields,
which was originally given over to mining,
has heen taken vp, and if provision be made
for cheap water, the pastoral industry will
expand considerably. Provision should be
made for eatchments for the congervation of
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stock water. Many localities are suitable
for conservation, This obligation, of eourse,
rests upon ihe stock owners, but at times
even such supplies must fall short of re-
quirements. In the Ora Banda gistrict the
rainfall during the last two years bas been
only 2l4in., so that whatever provision was
made locally, the stock would perish nnlesa
water wag provided from the scheme at a
reasonable rate. I have never held the view
that the scheme should be run on strictlv
commercial lines, No water supply of the
kind should be expected to meet the whola
of the interest and sinking fund charges. I
hope a different attitude will be adopted.
The pasioralists should be shown that the
Government are sympathetie towards the
industry. 1t is impossible to breed stoek
out there unless the scheme water is access-
ible in dry seasons. I have discussed the
matter with the Premier and I believe he is
sympathetie to granting =il possible facili-
ties, consistent with due regard to the
State’s financial obligations. 1 hope some
definite assurance will be forthcoming from
the Government, Now that the loan is
practically repaid, the Government should
seck to extend the utility of the scheme in
many ditections. The mining and pastoral
industries should be encouraged to make use
of the scheme water, and as miniog declines
a greater demand from the pastoral industry
should he fostered. The poldfields have the
goil and all the essentials te semi-tropieal
growth if only cheap water were available,
and I should not be surprised to see the day
when the whole of the Mundaring supply will
be utilised on the goldfields,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
W. J. George—Murray-Wellington) [9.40]:
The mover of the motion will not charge the
Goavermment with indiffercuce ta the develop-
ment of the pastoral industry or with being
averse to encouraging the production of
stock. The question of the price of water
for stock purposes must be eonsidered with
great eare in the light of all the poinis
bearing uponr it. The hon. member said
that some time ago the price was redueed
to half-a-crown and then raised again, T
have not in memeory the reason for that, but
I shall look into the matter to-morrow. I
was pleased to hear that all the water from
Mundaring could be used on the fields, but
the hon. member should know that the pipes
at present are carrying all the water that
ean be pumped through them. Although fhe
pipes at Neos. 1 and 2 pumping stations are
taking 5 million gallons a day, only 2 million
gallons are used on the fields. The rest is
being used on the way, and the demand on
the seheme is increasing right from No. 2
station to Kalgoorlie. Later on it niay be
necessary to comsider whether the eapacity
of the pipe line should not be increased. 17
the scheme is required to supply water for
stock, it will be necessary for a uniform
quantity to be taken at regular intervals.
It would be difficult to supply a big quan-
tity of water on one day and then nome at all
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for some weeks, The whole question of the
price of water from the scheme will be con-
sidered carefully and sympathetically to
aseertain if it is possible to make the con-
ditions to all users of water more reasonable
than they are to-day. Neither I nor any
otber Minister could totally ignore the com-
merecial aspect, but the possibilitics of the
pastoral industry must c¢arry weight.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie—in reply)
[9.44]: In view of the remarks of the Min-
jater, I ask leave to withdraw the motion,

Motion by leave withdrawn,

MOTION—LUNACY, CUNNINGHAM
CASE,

To inqguire by Royal Commission.
Mr. MONSIE (Hannans) [9.46]: I move—-

That in the opinion of this House a
Royal Commission should bec appointed to
inquire inte and report upon the committal
to and detention in the Hoaspital for In-
sane at Claremont of Frank Cunninglam.

At the outsct let me say that I shall not at-
tempt to put my judgment as to Cupning-
ham’s sanity or insanity against the judg-
ment of any medical practitioner, or indeed
of any other man, in this State. I ask for the
inquiry because of the ecircumstances under
which Cuaningham was committed to the Hos-
pital for the Imsane. 1 desire to secure to
him the right of an independent inquiry, be-
fore which he may be able to substantiate his
statement to me, that nothing can be proved
against Lis samity. I know that the mere
earrying of this motion will not lead to the
liberation of Cunmingham. It will, however,
afford him the opportunity of being heard,
an opportunity which so far he has not had.
The cireumsatances in which the man got into
the asylurn are remarkable, I shall trace
briefly the history of the case up to the time
of Cunningham’s eommittal to the institntion.
‘What in the first instance led to the trouble
was a letter received by the Director of Edn-
cation, Mr. Ceeil Andrews. That letter, 1
upderstand, was handed te the poliee, and
action was taken upon it and Cunningham
was arrested. He waa tried hefore a judge
of the Supreme Court and a jury, and the
jury returned a verdict of guilty. Therzupon
Cunningham was bound over in his own re-
cognisances of £100 and two sureties of £30
each to be of good behaviour for two years;
in default, 12 months’ imprisonment. The
firat letter on the file dealing with this case is
a letter from Cunningham to the superintend-
ent of the Fremmantle Gaol. It points out to
the guperintendent that in his, Conningham's,
opinion the judge did not fix an alternative,
but simply bound him over to be of good
behavionr, and that if sureties were forth.
coming he must be released. On that basis
of reasoning Cunaingham contended that he
was being illegally detained. A little later
that contention was disproved, and it was
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shown that the judge had imposed a term of
imprisonment in default of sureties being
found. I do not think any exception can be
taken to ihe first letter on the file; it is a
plain, straightforward document. Replying
to that letter, the Comptrolicr General of
Prisons writes to Cunningham that if he com-
plies with the condition as to sureties, he will
be released. Cunningham’s first letter, let me
point ocut, is dated the 29th April, 1918, He
has spent over five years either in prison or
in the Claremont asylum. The next letter on
the file is dated the 30th May, 1918, and is
from Mrs. Cunningham to the Superintendent
of Fremantle Prison. It asks that the snper-
intendent shall eonfer with Cunningham with
a view to his sending Mrs. Cunningham his
cheque book and stylographic pen. That let-
ter was produced by the superintendent to
Cunninghaw, who immediately agreed that
the cheque book and pen should be sent to
his wife. Then arrangements were made to
obtain the two sureties. Cunningham was a
man of some means, and there never was any
hesitation on the part of the anthorities as
regards accepting his reeognisances, seeing
that he possessed property. Mrs. Cunning-
ham had practically agreed to be one of the
suretics. On the 25th June, 1918, the Crown
Solicitor, after making the necessary inquir-
ies a8 to sureties, forwarded to the Commis-
sioner of Palice the names of the two persons
who were proposed as bondsmen for Cunning-
ham. The other surety was a Mr. McVea,
a farmer. On the 26th June, the next day,
the Commissioner of Police conferred with
the police at Moora, from whom there is a
long letter on the file as to the sureties. The
letter points out that Mrs. Cunnirgham had
property, and that Mr. MeVea, a farmer of
Moora, who had agreed to be the other
surety, was a man of some standing in the
district. The sureties were approved of.
Then the honds were sent on to Mrz. Cun-
ningham for signature, and some considerable
delay oceorred. The file discloses abgolutely
ng reason for that delay. However, it ap-
pears that on the 26th June the (ommis-
sioner of Police approved of the bonds. On
the samc day the Crown Solicitor wrote to
the ("olonial Secretary 's office asking that Dr,
Williams, Surgeon of the Fremantle prison,
should examine Cunningham as to hig sanity.
On the 6th July Dr. Williams writes stating
that after having had Cunningham under ob-
servation for several daya he considers him to
be quite sane. Up to that time there was no
suspicion whatever that Cunningham was in-
sane,

Mr. Teesdale: Why did the doctor examine
Cunningham?

Mr, MUXNSIE: On account of the letter he
had written, and beeanse he bhad been con-
vieted of nsing threatening language. There-
fore it was cousidered the proper thing to get
a medical certificate before accepting the
boids and releasing the man,

Mr. Underwood: Cunningham is a dirty
dog and ought to be in gaol,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
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Mr, AIUNSIE: That may be all right so
far as the lwn. wmembwr intetjecting is con-
verned. 1 have heard all manner of things
satd entside, but since this motion appeared
on the Notiee Paper T have Teceived letters
from all parts of the State espressing the
hiope that the motion will be carried, and that
Cinniagham will get the inquiry. An in-
quiry is all I ask for him. He bas never had
an inquiry. On the 15th July the Crown
Bolicitor forwarded the doetor’s eertificate to
the Chief Justice, who had to approve the re-
leare, subject to the bonds heing eompleted.
On the 12th July the Chief Justice did ap-
prove. The only thing remaining then was to
ohtain the signed honds. Requeats were made
that the bonds should he sent forward.
However, there was a delay from the 1st June
to the 12th July. Had the bouds heen re-
turned executed, there is no shadew of doubt
that Conningham would have been released.

Mr. TUnderwood: 1t would@ he a terrible
pity to release him.

Mr. MUNSIE: On the 16th July, the
TUnder Secretary for Law wrote stating that
there was some+ difficulty in obtaining Mrs.
Cunningham®s signature; he asked that in-
quirieg be made. The file then containg a let-
ter or twe from Cunningham to the Comp-
troller General of Prigsons, asking the reason
of the delay in getting the bonds signed. The
next letter appearing on the file is dated the
1st August, 1918, and this letter I regard as
the worst featurc of the whole ¢pse. The
letter is in pen print—neither typed nor
written, but simply printed with a pen, evi-
dently for the purpose of disguising the hand
writing; there can be no guestion about that.

Mr. Willeock: Is it aigned?

Mr. MUNSIE: Tt is signed ‘‘A Friend
Indeed.’” That letter is addressed to the
Attorney QGeneral, no donbt because the At-
torney General had practieally approved
Cunningham’z release provided the bonds
were signed. Some of the statemenis con-
tained in the letter are that Conningham is
mad—the word ‘‘mad’'’ being underlined;
that he should be in Claremont.

Mr. Underwood: He should be in gael.

Mr. MUNSIE: He was in gnol then. The
letter also states—

He will pay his bond, and others too, to
get his revenge. Send him fo Claremont as
soon as possible; that is the proper place
for him,

Most of those sataltements are wunderlined.
There are numerous other statements., Next
the file containg a letter dated the Oth
Avguat, 1918, addressed to the Crown Prose-
eutor. It iz on the same lines as the pre-
vious letter and alse done in pen print. The
writer of that letter says, in effect, ‘‘I he-
lieve you are making arrangements for the
re¢lease of Cunningham. In my opinion it
would not be legal to aecept his wife as one
of the bonds. Moreover, if a bond be signed
it has to be signed within three months of
his committal, and he has been there longer
than three months.!’ That letter is signed
“*Geod Advice.'’
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Mr. Underwood: What motive is there for
keeping him thered

Mr. MUNSIE: I want this inquiry so
that all the evidence can be given before the
Commissioner. T am not suggesting that any-
body has any motive for keeping him thera.
The writers of these letters, if they can be
dircovered, ought fo be ealled as witnesses.
Cp to date Conningham has not had s trial
of any sort.

Mr. Underwoed: God’s truth, read his file!

Mr. MUNSIE: 1T have read it. There is
another letter, also in pen print, addressed to
the Superinterndent of Prisons, and signed
‘“A Friend, One Who Fears.’”’ After having
received a letter from the office, the Solicitor
General, on the 23rd April, 1918, sent a pre-
paid wire to Mrs. Cunningham to ascertain
the reason for the delay in signing the hond.
The reply to that was, f*Upable to see McVea
for a week or two, hence delay.”’

Mr. TUnderwood: You are not putiing up
o case agninat Mrs, Conningham, are you?

Mr. MUNSIE: T am not putting up my-
self ag a judge of whether Cunningham is or
is not same. Only once in life have I seen
him. That was when T went to the asylum,

[Resumed on page £094.]

BILL—LAXD TAX AXND INCOME TAX,
Conference agreed to.

Mensnge received from the Council notify-
ing that it agreed to a conference as re-
fluested by the Assembly, that 1¢ p.m. be the
time and the President’s room the place for
holding the conference, and that the confer-
ence managers for the Cowneil wonld he Hon.
J. Ewing, Hon. A. Lovekin, and Hon. R, J.
Lynn.

Sitting suspended from 10.15 to 10.55 pm.

BILL—LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX.
Conference Manogers’ Report.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitebell
—Northam) {10501 : On behalf of the
managers I have to report that they met the
managera of the Legislative Conneil and
failed to come to an agreement, I move—

That the report be adopied.
Question put and passed.

Council’s pressed request.

The reqnested amendments pressed by the
Legislative Council further considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill
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No. 1.—Clause 6, Delete Subclause 1:
The PREMIER: I move—

That the amendment again requesied by
the Council be not made,
Question put and passed;

amendment not made.
No. 2.—Delete Clause 7:
The PREMIER: I move—

That the amendment again requested by

the Couneil be not made.

Question put and passed;
amendment not made.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted

and 2 message accordingly transmitted to the
Couneil,

the Couneil’s

the Council’s

BILL—VERMIN ACT AMENDMENT.

Council’s Message.

Mesgage received from the Council, poti-
fying that it insisted on its amendment, now
ecnsidared.

In Commiltice.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Minister for
Agriculture in charge of the Bill

The CHAIRMAN: The amendment of the
Legislative Covneil, in which the coneurremce
if this House is desired, is as follows: ‘‘In
Clause 7 add at the end of Subelause § the
following words: ‘‘And as regards existing
provisions in the Gascoyne disriet, such
rates shall not be applied otherwise than to
the payment of interest on and sinking fund
for the redemption of the loan already
raiged.”’

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
T move—

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Hon. W. . ANGWIN: The Minister could
well give way on this point. He informed
hon. members that at present nothing was
being done to maintasin the rabbit-proof
fence. In the circumstances the Council’s
amendment will not affect the position ad-
versely.

The Premier:
stroyed?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Provision is made
for that in the Vermin Rate Bill. The Min-
ister {old vs that monsy would not be spent
on the majntenance of the fence and the
Council’s amendment will not interfere with
the Government.

Mr. ANGELO: I join with the member
for North-Fast Fremantle in asking the Min-
ister to agree to the Council’s amendment.
The opinions of two or three solicitors have
been obtained and they agree that the amend-
ment should be inserted in order to safe-
gunrd the pastoralists in the future. It
should be remembered that there are only 34
of them and thev do not desire to evade their
liabilities. They are willing fo pay their

How can the dogs be de-
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rates, together with the special rate, and also,
as general taxpayers, to pay their contribu-
tions towards the maintenanee of the fence.
I hope the Minister will agree to the Coun-
¢il’s amendment and not prejudice the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
If the member for Gascoyme does not wish
the Bill to be prejudiced he should wae his
influence in snother place. While I appreei-
ate the point raised by the member for North-
East Fremantle, no amendment such as that
suggested by the Council should be placed in
the Bill, setting ont definitely that wo main-
tenance work shall be undertaken. In the
circumsatances I am not prepared to depart
from the attitnde I took up when I suggested
wa should not accept the amendment. It is
entirely unnecessary.

Question put and passed;
amendment not agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted,

and a message aceordingly transmitted to the
Council,

tha (leuncil’s

MOTION—LUNACY, CUNNINGHAM
CASE.

Hesumed from an earlier stage of the sit-
ting.

Mr. MUNSIE: TUndoubtedly the files show
that at that point, had the bonds been signed,
Cunningham would have been releaged from
prison and would not have been sent to the
asylumm. On the 19th September, 1918, Cun-
ningham was committed to the asylum on a
certificate signed by Dr. Anderson. As to
the intervening period since he has been in
the asylum, I know that some hon. members
say that Cunningham has written all sorts
of letters and that he has made statements
in those letters that, to say the least of it,
are peenliar for any man to make. It has
been stated that he has writlen most insulting
letters to his wife. Cunuingham point blank
denies these charges and the only evidence on
the point is that of an expert in bandwriting,
who has drawn attention to the similarity be-
tween the letters and those written by Cun-
minghamn, and who stated that, in his epinion,
the writing was that of Cupningham. If the
letters were writfen by Cunningham, and that
faet ean be proved, what is wrong with giving
Cunninghamn an inguiry to allow the point
to be eleared up? It is only by that way
that we ean say whether (Cunningham is right
or whether the handwriting expert is right.
If it is true that Cunningham is responsible
for some of tbe statements he is supposed tn
have written, then the Claremont Hospital
for the Insane is where he should be. T am
not ronvinced that he is guilty on that point.
I will never agree that a man is guilty until
he has stood his trial. I do not see what
abjection anyone who believes the statements
are truc ean raise to the course T amppest.
Whoever may be opposed to my views ghould
at least give eredit to those who agree with
me for- believing what we say to he correet.
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For that reason there should not be any ob-
jection to a public inquiry being held. If
the inquiry shows that the statements made
voneerging Cnnningham are true, that will be
the end of the plea for Couningham’s libera-
tion from the asylum. One or two peculiar
instances have occurred in connection with
{'unningham ’s examination. Several people in
the metropolitain arex have taken an active
part in an attempt to secure Cunningham'’s
release. .

Mr, Teesdale: Were they relations?

Mr, MUXNSIE: No, friends.

Mr. Hughes: In one case a total stranger
interested himself in the matter.

Mr, MUNSIE: That is so. A month or
s0 ago a deputation was appointed by the
Metropolitan Conneil of the Australian Lah-
our Federation for the purpose of inter-
viewing the board of visiters who ex-
amine patients at the asylum. At the
time it was thought that the deputation
would be permitted to hear the ex-
amination of Cunningham by the board
members. When they arrived at the asylum,
however, they found that that was not to
be, The board of visitors took upwards of
an hour and threc-quarters over their inter-
view with Cunningham. After the cxamina-
tion the deputation interviewed the board of
vigitors. The chairman, Dr. Birmingham, is
an expert in mattery relating to insanity. He
is a man of wide experience in mental diseases
and he was the only member of the beard who
spoke to the deputation. After several ques-
tions had been asked, one direct query was
put to him. He had stated that Cunningham
was a paranoic. He was asked if Cunningham
was a dangerous paranoic and to that the
doctor did not reply. He was then asked to
say candidly if there was anyone in Weatern
Australia whe was afraid of Cunningham.
According to the file there are only two peo-
ple who are supposed to be afraid of Cunning-
ham. Cecil Andrews, ihe Director of Educa-
tion, is one and a reverend gentleman is the
other. Dr. Birmingham was asked as to
whether he thought Mr. Andrews was afraid
of Cunningham, and his reply was ‘‘Certainly
not.’’ Asg a matter of fact Cunningham met
Mr. Andrews ove day, and it was not Mr,
Andrews who was afraid, it was Cunningham,
bheeanse he ran away From Mr. Andrews, It
has been said by certain people that Cun-
ningham is dangerous. During the time of
the Royal Show, Cunningham with others from
the Hospitial for the TInsane, aceompanied,
of course, by an attendant, visited the Show
grounds and was allowed to wander amongst
thousands of people.

Mr. Underwood:
dence in the hoard?

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes, and the board do not
objeet to the inquiry.

Mr, Underwood: They do object.

Mr. MUXNSTE: I will prove they do not.
The hon. member dces not know what he is
talking ahout.

Mr, Underwood: He is a paranoie.

Have you any confi-
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Mr. MUNSIE: You are a paranoie.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
not make use of such remarks. He must with-
draw the expression.

Mr. MUXNSIE: I will withdraw jt. I am
informed that this direet question was put
ta Dr. Birmingham, ‘‘¥You have made a state-
ment that Cunningham is a parancie; can you
give us one instance during the period of
Cunningham’s detention in the institution or
even before it, that leads you to believe he is
a paranoic’'? Dr, Birmingham replied ‘¢ No."’
The general surronndings led Dr. Birmingham
to confirm that opinion. I am not advancing
the argument that Cunningham is sane, but
I do claim that he has the right to defend
biraself and that he should mnot be de-
nied that right. If all the statements
that have been made about him are true
there should be no diffieulty in proving
them. Then if they are proved T shall be
satisfied. The board have no objection to
the inguiry. After the deputation to which
I have referred waited on the board, the
beard came to the conclusion that it was not
mueh good arguing the peint in this diree-
tion, and they said ‘‘ We will write to youn,’’
We asked whether they would give us a
reply in writing, and we reteived an affirma.
tive answer. They were plain and open
about the magter. They told Dr. Birmingham
that I was moving a motion in Parliament
and that I wanted the reply for that pur-
pose. Dr. Birmingham knew that his state-
ment would be uwsed here, This final para-
graph was put in the letter to Dr. Birming-
ham, **Aa Mr. Munsie is moving in Parlia-
ment in conneetion with Cunningham’s de-
tention we wonld be pleased to have a letter
from you confirming the above.’’ This is
the reply that was sent by Dr. Birmingham.
Tt is addressed to the seeretary of the
Metropalitan (‘ouneil, Trades Hall, Perth,
and reads—

Re F. W. Cunningham, I am in receipt
of yours of the 1st 1nst,, and in reply beg
to remind yon that the board gave ne
pledge, but informed the deputation re-
ferred to that they did not consider an
inquiry necessary though they would not
raise any objection to one by a competent
authority,

Now what has my friend from Pilbara to say
to that? There is no objection to an inguiry
by a compectent aunthority. All X am asking
is that a competent authority be appointed,
and if in the opinion of that authority
Cupningham js not fit to be lberated, then
he can stay where he is, T have ro personal
interest in the matter, one way or the other.
I met Cunningham only once in my life.
That was an oceasion when a man in whom
I have every confilence and who T have
known for 23 years came to me in this bunild-
ing, after meeting Cunningham at the Show
Grounds and said, ‘I do not want yon to
take my word for it, but I would Mke you
to look at the file and before you take any
action see Cunningham for yourself. !’ T did
so, I went to the Hogpital for the Ineans,
ptimed with all the information I could get
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for the express purpose of
Cunningham if I could.

Mr. Underwood: Good propaganda to get
the man ount of the asylum.

Mr. MUNSIE: The hon, member ought to
be ashamed of himself for making such a
remark,

Mr. Underwood: So ought you,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Pilbara must keep order,

Mr. MUNSIE: I would be failing in my
duty to humawity, believing as T do tbat
Cununingham has never had a fair chance,
if 1 did not draw attention to the exiasting
ctrcumstances. Cunningham has never had a
fair trial; be has never had the opportunity
to place his case before any kind of tribunal
and to eall witnesses, He has appealed to
all the Supreme Court judges in this State
under a c¢ertain section of the Lunacy Aect.
That section provides that a doctor’s certifi-
cate must be presented certifying that the
individual is sane, in which case the judge
would have the power to hear the case.
After Cunningham had been at Claremout
for a couple of years he got a certificate
from a well-known medical man. That
certificate, however, did not say that Cun-
ningham was sane. It stated that in the
doctor’s opinion he wag fit to be at large.
The matter ecame before Judge Buraside.
The judge was sympathetic. But when he
discovered what the certificate said he fourd
that he did not have the power to order that
Cunningham be liberated.

Mr. Underwood: How did he get there?

Mr. MUNBIE: Because people refused to
enter into a bond.

My, Underwood: Why do not we all get
there!?

Mr. MUNSIE: It is a pity the hon. mem-
ber is not there, he shouid have been there
long ago.

Mr. BPEAKER: The member for Pilbara
must keep order,

Mr, MUNSIE: I do not desire to say any-
thing further except that Cunningham is
entitled to an open and public inquiry. I
might go further and say that I do not
want ar inquiry to be held before a Supreme
lourt judge; a police magistrate will do me,
8¢ long as whoever conducts the inquiry
makes it an open one. I want Cunningham
or a solicitor acting for him to have the right
to examine witnesses, I want him to have
British justice, nothing more, nothing less,
If Cuopeingham's opponents can prove what
they say to be true, then Cunningham can
stay where he is,

Mr. Tnderwoed: If he gets out of there
be will go to gaol.

Mr, MUXNSIE: The hon, member is growl-
ing again; he growls like a grizzly bear. I
submit the motion.

confusing

Lieut.-Cot. DENTON (Moore) [11.30]:
I come from that part of the country
where Cunningham lived, and T consiuaer
he i3 in his right place at present. I would
pever be a party to keeping any man in an
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asylum umnless there was. justification for it,
but I happen to kmow a lot of the circum-
stances of Cumningham’s case. 1 know he has
written to various persons as well as to me, 1
have taken no action regarding his letters. L
hope I shall always stand on the gide of
humanity, but I shall strongly oppose any ef-
fort to get this man released frow the asylun.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon, R. 5.
Bampson—Swan) [11.31]: L am loth to
speak against the appointment of a2 Royal
Commission when the liberty of any man is
at stake, but I have gone into this matter,
and in view of the evidence I Linve I am voun-
vinced that Cunningham is puoperly held. The
member for IHannany (Mr. Munsic) bas saut
this man has epponents, He has failed to
wiention the names of any of those opponents.

Hon, P. Collier: 1 do no! think the hon.
member meant it in that sense. He was re-
ferring to thuse people that thought Cunning-
ham should not be released.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY:
writers of the ancuymous letters?

Mr, Munsie: Yes, or anyone that thinks
he should not be released.

The COLOXNTAL SECRETARY:  Apart
from the anonymous letter writers, I know of
no oppobents, The Chairman of the Board
of Visitors, Dr. Birmingham, and another
doctor on the hoard, and all the memhers ot
the board are of opinion that Cunningham is
properly detained in the hospital. There is
no question abont that. While no objection
iz raised to an inguiry, it may be reasonably
asked whether the money that a Royal Com-
mission would cost ¢ould not be more usefully
employed for the benefit of other immates.
Dr. Birmingham’s letter is informative and
convineing. It says:—

Fremantle, Dec. 4th, 1923, Ar the No-
vember meeting of the board a deputation
from A.LP. attended and interviewed the
board re F. W. Cunpingham, if the board
would objeet to ar inguiry into his
cage by an outside bhody. We replied that
we had no objeetion, pravided it was car-
ried out by a competent authority. Yester-
day I got a letter from them asking me
to give this in writing, I calied the board
together yesterday afterncon, and the re-
ply decided on was to the effeet that ‘‘the
beard did not congider suweh ar inquiry
necessary, but had no objection, provided
it was conducted by a competeni author-
ity.”’ I should like to point ont to you
that money is unrgently needed for furni-
fure and would he much more useful
in this direction than in paying expenses
of a Royal Commission. Further, Cunning-
ham’s case was considered by the Roval
Commission of which Dr. Jones was presi-
dent. I have the honour, ete., W, P. Birm-
ingham, M.D.
Mr, Teesdale:

Commission ?

The COLOXNIAL SECRETARY:

merely before the commisslon,

The

Then he has had ene Royal

He was
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Mr. Munsie;: The commission had ne power
to deal with his case, or make any recommen-
dation.

The C(OLON1IAL SECRETARY: Many
meilieal men bave seen Cunningham, and they
are unanimously of opinion that he is insane.

Mr, Underwood: That’s it.

The COLOXIAL SECRETARY: The In-
spector General, Dr. Jarrett, and Dr. Bent-
ley, and the whole of the staff with the ex-
ception of Dr. Thomson, are of that opinion.

Mr. Underwood: The visiting board are of
that opinion alse,

The COLONIATL SECRETARY : Dr. Thom-
son is engaged on the female side of the hos-
pital, and has not come into contact with
{‘'unningham at all. All that have examined
Cunningham and come into ecntact with him,
including the beard of visitors, are of opinion
he is properly held. It would be much more
pleasing if [ could come here and ask for
the release of this man, bat if I did =0 1
would be failing in my dunty, baving regard
to the information placed in my hand.

My, Munsie: I am not asking for his re-
lease.

The COLONJIAL SECRETARY: If we
gave a Royal Commission to everyome in the
liospital, we would require 1,100 commissions.

Mr. Willcock: Most of those patients are
ohviously insane.

The COTLONTAL SECRETARY: The mem-
hers of the board are Dr. Birmingham, Dr.
Ale¢Whae, Mr. Weir, Mr. Darbyshire, and Mrs.
Casson, The board of visitors have con-
widered thig case many times and have con-
cluded that Cunningham is insane. The board
of visitors are doing usefwl work. They arc
s¥mpathetic and if there is involved only a
little risk, they are preparced to aceept it. In
the opinion of ane of the members, this man
is the most dangerous patient in the hospital.

Mr. MeCallum: They did not say that.

Mr. Mungie: Where is proof of that? There
is not a word to that effect on the file.

Mr. Willcoek: They shonld all ha sacked
if they have expressed that opinion.

Mr. Underwood: If yon saw the letter he
wrote to his daughter you would say so, too,

Mr. Lutey: Then he was a nice man to be
allowed to attend the Royal Show

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I am giv-
ing the opinion of Dr, Tarrett. It states:—

T am informed Dr. Jarrett said Cunning-
ham is the most dangerons man in the Clare-
mont Hospital for the Insane.

My, MeCallum: Who said that?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: That is
the note T have.

Mr. MeCallnm: Seeondhand information.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: That was
after discussing the matter with Dr. Bir-
mingham. T am not here to put up a case
against a man that may reasonably be thought
to be sane. I give faets as they have been
given to me.

Mr. McCallum: T do not believe any of the
doctors wonld make that statement.
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Mr. Munsie: Have not the board of visi-
tors recently recommended Cunningham's
transfer to Whithby Falla?

Mr. Underwood: No.

Mr. MeCallum: Of course they have,

Mr. Munsie: I say they have. I have seen
it in writing.

Mr. Underwood: I say they have not.

Mr. SPEAEKER: Order! I cannot allow
an argument.

The (COLONIAL SECRETARY: I should
like to know when such a recommendation was
made.

Mr. Munsie: Quite recently,
file.

Mr. MeCallum: Within the last month.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: A minute
dated 30th November, says:—

I have to inform you that at a meeting
of the board held on the 28th November it
was decided to transfer patient Cunningham
to Whithy Falls.

Mr. Munsie: Where is the member for Pil-
bara now?

Hon. P. Collier: That surcly discounts the
statement that Cunningham is the most dan-
gerous man in the hospital,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Whitby is
a hospital for the insane. I have discussed
this ease with Dr, Birmingham and Dr. An-
derson, and have given the House the in-
formation, Dr. Jones, Chairman of the Royal
Commission, expressed the opinion that Cun-
ningham would be dangerous if reieased. I
do not know whether all those people desire
to hold Cunningham unjustifiably. 1 ahould
like to see him released if it were safe to let
him go.

Mr. Chesson: We are asking, not for his
release, but for an inquiry.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Tt is
elaimed that his condition does not justify
his release, He has an obsession that cer-
tain people are endeavouring tb injure and
persecute him.

Mr. Willecock: He has been injured; there
is no doubt about that,

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I have a
sheet of handwritten matter that was sent
with a picture to Cunningham’s wife.

Mr. Wiileock: Did he send it?

The COLONTIAL SECRETARY: The writ-
ten matter has been typed out

Hon, P, Collier: I know his handwriting. 1
have had a hundred letters from him.

Mr. Teesdale: Did he write you a hundred
letterst

Mr. MeCallum: Yes; I have had a hunm-
dred, too.

Mr. Teesdale: Then surely there is some-
thing wrong with the man.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It would
be improper to read this matter to the House.
Tt is couched in very filthy terms, and alto-
gether is shocking language. Therefore I
shall not' read it.

Mr. 8PEAKER: If members wish to see it,
they may do so.

It is on the
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The COLONTAL SECRETARY: One por-
tion savs:—

T learnt to make bombs in the Old Dart,
and T wounld blow you and your
daughter to hell, ete.

That is an extract from written matter sent
to Mrs. Cunningham. T have shown that to
the member for Hannans.

Mr. Teesdale: Is it quite certain Cunning-
liam wrote it?

Hon, P. Collier: Have you the original?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes, the
hon. memher may see it. I have a certificate
from Mr, F. (leo. Villiers, who is a recognised
expert in landwriting, and dees a good deal
of work for the Criminal Investigation De-
partmtent. He says:—

I have made an cxamination of the hand-
writing in the specimens snbmitted to me
hy Dr. Anderson and comnpared it with the
letters written by Frank Cunningham, and
am of the opinion the writing in the two
sperimena is that of Canningham,

AMr, Willrock: No jury will accept the
opinion of an expert in handwriting.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Mr. Vil-
liers has no hesitation in saying the specimens
submitted to him by Dr, Anderson had all
been written by (unningham. If this evi-
dener is to he arcepted—I know of no reason
why it should nnt be aceepted, because it is
evidence of an expert—and it is proved that
Cunningham wrote it, then undoubtedly he
should not be permitted to be at Jarge. Such
intense bitterness is shown towards Mrs, Cun-
ningham

Mr, Munsie: I, too, should say that, but
kow can you prove it without an inquiry?

Mr. Underwood: Look at the letters sent
to his daughters.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Some
time apo Cuuningham waa examined by
Dr, Blackull aud a certificate was given that
hie was fit Yor discharge. That certificate was
suhmitted 1o the judge when Cunningham
asted for an examination under the Habeas
{"orpus Aet. The judge said the eertificate
did not state that Cunningham was sane, and
as under the Act it was essential that before
consideration a certificate must be produced
declaring the persum sane, it was not ¢compe-
tent for him to examine Cunningham. The
certificate given by Dr. Blackall was in-
suffivient, and was not a certificate under the
Act, Bearing this in mind, and that all the
dloetors that have had anything to do with
Cunninghin in the hospital, and the board of
visitors, are of opinion, ke i3 insane, I would
be failing in my duty if 1 did other tham
advise the House to vote against the motion.

Mr. MceCALLUM  (South  Fremantle)
f11451: T have had, I suppose, fully a hun-
dred letters from this man during recent

years in which he has appealed for an in-
quiry.

Mr. Underwood: That is sufficient evi-
dence.

Mr. McCALLUM: I have discussed the

matter with Dr, Birmingham and other mem.

-ham out.
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bers of the board, and I know Cunningham
personally, TFrom my own observations I be-
lieve Conningham to he mentally unsound, but
I am not in a pogition to pronounce a judg-
ment that would warrant this man being kept
in custody as Cunningham is. T think he ie
entitled to an inquiry, and that is all the
motion asks, T bave had a look at the letter
handed over by the Minister, and 1 express
grave doubt whether it is Cunningham's
writing. He distinctly denies having written
quite & number of the letters on the file. What
harm c¢an be dome by allowing the man to
appear and satate his case? It ism an awful
position for a man to be confined to amn asy-
Jjum if he js fit to be at large. I for one
would not have a man confined unless he was
dangerous to others. There are any number
of lunaties at large now,

Mr, Cnderwood: Yes, quite & lot.

Mr. MceCALLUM: But the State shovld
not have te¢ bear the charge of keeping
patients unless they are a danger to other
citizens. Because they are merely mentally
unbalanced is not sufficient reason for keep-
ing them in custody.

Mr, J. Thomson:
ham?

Mr. MeCALLUM: I have seen him scores
of times; I know Lim well. A man that feels
he is suffering an injustice from being con-
fined in the hospital, and whose friends and
relations feel he is suffering an injustice
should at least be granted an inquiry. Then,
if the man is not fit to be at large, no one can
cowplain.  All that the motion asks is that
an inquiry be held. Tt iz an awful thing to
lhave a man who may be proved to be sane
confined in an asylum. History tells ug what
was done in days pone by by way of bolster-
ing up charges in order to keep people con-
fined in asylums, and we know what this led
to in Great Britain. As that kind of thing
was done in the past, g0 it may be done in
the future. T intend to vote for the inquiry.
The Minister conld well gay that he offered
no oppositien to the inguiry. Why should
there be objection to an inquiry? Dr. Bir-
mingham and the board are not objecting,
though the beard say ihere is no oceasion for
an inquiry. The motion merely affirma that
the man is entitled to an inquiry.

Have you seen Cunning-

Mr, UNDERWOOD (Pilbarz) [11.50]:
Whether the motion is carried or not matters
little, but 1 appose it. I asked the mover not
to bring it forward, for the sake of the wife
and the two dauglhters, The wife has been
heavily afflicted. Tndoubtedly the man is
mad. Shall we appoint a Royal Commission
whose proceedings will be open to the Press,
and bring the wife and two daughters before
it and expose their aflictiont They have had
sufficient trouble. I have confidence in the
management of the Hospital for the Insane
and in the board of visitors. I have con-
sulted the board. They have let out over
100 patients, but they will not let Cunning-
I hope the House will not carry
the motion.
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Mr. X, THOMSOX (Claremont) [11.53]:
I know the wife and two daughters and I
know Cunningham, 1 do sineerely trust that
the House will not agree to the appointment
of a Royal Commiasion.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [11.54]: The
question of the wite and the two davghters
does not enter into the subject at this stage.
The question now is, should an jinquiry be held
to ascertain whether Cunningham is fit to be
at large. ¥f as the result of a thorough in-
quiry, it appears that Cumpingham ought to
be released, then he should be released. If
the result is otherwise, he should be detained.
The Minister in charge is sympathetic. It
would be much more pteasant for him to re-
lease Cunningham and all the other unfor-
tunates at Claremont. I hope the Minister
will not press his opposition to the mation,
Let us remember that within the recent his-
tory of the institution the resident medical
officers declared most emphatically that men
wore  insane and incurably insane. The
doctors swore these things. In omc case a
wife was suing for diverce on the ground of
here husband’s ipsanity and the Inspector
General declared on oath that the man was
incurably insane and would never get out of
the asylum. That man has been for the past
two years a fairly prosperous business man
in the metropolitan area. In quite a number
of cases the board of visitors have refused to
relense patients, refused quite homestly in
the discharge of their duties. The board
have been proved wrong in some of those
¢ases beecause the persons concerned have
Leen liberated, and for yeara have been found
to he absolutely sane. Only last session this
House declared that a man who had been de-
toined for years in the Claremont institution
should be compensated for the injury that
had been done to him, that injury consisting
in the faet that he was detained for nine
years in the Claremont institution, while he
wns perfectly sane.

Mr, Mann: That was not quite the point.
The point was that the Government had not
administered his estate properly.

Hon, P, COLLIER: That was not the
point, though it was a faet that the man’s
estate was neglected. The estate, however,
was valued at only a couple of hundred
pounds.

Mr. Mann: The Government sold a drill
worth £50, for 30s.

Hon. P. COLLIER: In any case this
House voted compensation. The Tnspector
General had declared him to be a panaroiac,
the same as Cunningham, and incurable, All
the doctors who had to do with the man in
question declared that he would never be right.
At the instance of this House a Royal Com-
mission was appointed to inquire inte the
case and that Commission declared the man
to be sane. It was only after persistent agi-
tation, extending over two years, that the
Commission was obtained. The same objec-
tions were put forward then as in this case.

Mr. Teesdale: Ts the man all right now?
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Hon. P, COLLIER: Yes, and he was liber-
ated more than twe years ago. He has gone
to the Eaatern States and has set up in busi-
ness there. I frequently hear from him. I
attach no more importance to the opinion of
the ordinary medical practitioner as to one’s
sanity than I do to the opinion of the veriest
layman, and I would pay far more attention
to the opinion of an attendant in the asylum.

Mr. J. Thomson: But there would be mo
incentive to keep a patient confined.

Hon, P. COLLIER: XNa, but the best of
vs, in all good faith, make errors. We on
this gide say there is a doubt as to Cunning-
ham’s sanity, and se we ask for am inquiry.
We are not even asking that he should be
released. Realising the awful tragedy it must
be for a sane person to be confined in an
asylum for the insane, we say that if there
ba any doubt at all the House should give the
person concerned the berefit of that doubt.
I have had, I suppose, 100 letters from Cun-
ningham, and I have no hesitation in declar-
ing that the letter produced here to-night is
not in Cumningham’s handwriting; or, alter-
natively, he has there most effectively dis-
guished his handwriting, I can mention at
least eight men released from the Asylum for
the Insane during the past three years, men
who were previously declared by all the doe-
tors to be incurably insane.

Capt. CARTER (Leederviile} [12.10]: The
Heuse is unanimous in its desire to give re-
lief to inmates of the Hospital for the Imsanc
whenever opportunity occurs. Into no life
can come preater tragedy than that of in-
sanity. We ought not to consider the cost of
the proposed inquiry, If there be any hope
of helping Cunningham by the appointment
of a commision, that commission ought to he
appointed. I know Cunmingham well, and as
the result of many conversations I have had
with him, I could not say he was not entirely
sane. But T have faith in the visitors’ board,
and also in the hogpital staff, and I ecannot
coneceive of anything that would impel them
to wrongfully keep the man in the institution.
Tnlike the previous speaker, I would not ac-
eept the opinion of a layman against that
of a doctor in point of a patient's sanity.
If a commissioner be appointed, I hope he
will be an expert, so that the Hovse can fully
rely on his findings, I know Cunpingham’s

-handwriting, but I should not like to s=ay

whether those letters are in his handwriting.
Can the Lender of the Opposition say that
the letters received by him from Cunningham
read as though from a sane man?

Hon. P. Collier: All those reeceived during
the last six months certainly did, but some of
his earlicr letters were scarcely mormal.

Capt. CARTER: The letters T have reeeived
from him give no clue one way or the other.
In recording my vote for this motion I do
30 in the earmnest hope that seme good will
accrue as a result of it, and with the idea of
giving that chance, for which the Opposition
is pleading, to one who is in the sorest straits
that a human life could reach. T have met
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many men in the institution who impressed
me tar more than did Cunningham with their
apparent sanity. I have met men who could
tulk on current newspaper topics with as
much clarity of vision and knowledge of pres-
ent day aliairs ar any man one would meet
cutside that imstitutiou,

Hon, 1'. Collier: 1 met a man there who
offered to stand us 3 Lahour eandidate for
Claremont.

Capt. CARTER: That was proof of his
sanity.

The FPremier: It should be quite the re-
verse.

Capt. CARTER: It simply resolves itself
in my mind inte a question whether in a
period of their existence these unfortunate
inmates are not, in many cases, worthy of
such an inquiry as is proposed? T have seen
letters that 1 have every reason to believe ate
original documents from Cunningham, which
could only kave been written by a man pos-
sesving a most degenerate mind and a man
who was obviously lacking in sanity, These
letters indicated that the writer was not in
possession of his full ecnses. That being so,
my mind has become disturbed in discusring
this queation, The House should be honest
with this man. I take it that the party oppo-
site would not have taken up the matter as a
party if they had not felt they should do so.

Mr. Munsie: I did it off my own bat with-
out consniting any member on this side of the
House or cutside.

Capt. CARTER: I was merely going on
cortain party newspaper articles I have read,
but [ withdraw that statement.

M. Munsie: It has not been taken up by the
party.

Ilon. P, Collier: Not as a party, but only
a section of it that happened to be consti-
tnted of members nf the party.

Capt. CARTER: That section was too
strong. It led me to think it must have
proper grounds for assuring the House there
is iloubt in this man's ease and in his position.
1 teel impelled, therefore, to record my vote
in favour of the motion.

[The Depuoty Speaker took the Chair.)

Mr, MANN (Perth) [12.,20]: I shall vote
agnainst the motion, I received a number of
letters from Cunningham and went down tn
the institution to imterview him. While [
witd interviewing him, T was in turn ‘inter-
viewed by two or three other inmates who
ate just as certain regarding their sanity as
is Cunningham. )

Capt, Carter: Only two or three?

Mr., MANN : There were two men in
particnlar. One is there because he killed
anather man, and hoth are there for serious
offences. Fach of them would impress one
with the idea that he ig as sane as Cunning-
ham. What influences me is that a Royal
('ommission was appointed to inguire into
the administration of the institution gemer-
ally and irto all cases, ineluding Cunning-
bam'’s, that required investigation. That
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Commisgion comprised an-expert from Vie-
toria, ome well-known member of tho
Assembly, and another man with a good
elear mind.

Hon, P. Collier: The Royal Commission
was appeinted to inquire into the adminis-
tration and not into specific cases,

Mr. MANN: But Cunningham was before
them. T doubt if he could put a better case
before any other Royal Comimission.

Hon., P. Collier: They had no authority
te deal with individual cases, although they
might have expressed an opinion.

Mr, Lambert: It was only an inquiry into
the general conduct of the hospital.

Mr, MANN: That may be so. If Cunning-
ham had put up a gnod case to the Commis-
sion it would have been their bounden duty
to report as they found it. The board that
visits the institution ineludes Dr. Birming-
ham, who has a lenient and kindly feeling
towards the inmates. I am closely in touch
with that board because every year I help
to finance them up to £200. I also attenml
many of their meetings. 1 know that they
go thoroughly into the cases that come
before them, and would, if they con-
se¢ientiously could, recommend Cunningham’s
liberation, Because the board has not
liberated Cunningham he bas made charges
against individual members of it, A grave
risk would be taken if Cunnipgham were
liberated. I fail to see how nny better
evidence could be obtained than has already
been placed before the Royal Commission
and before the bozrd. How could any man
get any better evidence than that? The
board is in touch with the doctors, the
attendants and the patients every day
thraughout the year. The Leader of the
Opposition mentioned that weveral men had
heen discharged from the institution, That
is so, and some of them have gome ‘into
business or are working. Others, however,
have had to return to the institution.

Ar. J. Thomson: They are going back.

Mr. MANN: When thess people are up
against the fight for existence they are not
able to successfully continue the battle,

Hon. P. Collier: I should like to be assured
that 2 number of inmates who have been
released as cured, have gone back again, I
have mnot heard of them, but I know of
eight people who have not gone back,

Mr. ATANN: People who have been liber-
ated as cured have had to go back.

Hon. P. Coliier: Patients are continually
being let out on trial,

Mr, Wilson: I know of a soldier who gets
out every year.

Mr. MANN: I feel that the wife and
daughters in this case should be considered.

Hon, P. Collier: They are not in the issue.
The hon. member assumes that the result of
the inquiry will he the release of Cunming-
ham whether he is sane or not, We must
assume he will not be released if he is
praved to be insane, and therefore the wife
and daughters will be protected.

Mr. MANN: They should be protected.
Hon. P. Collier: They are.
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Mr. MANN : Especially if there is a
chance of their lives being forfeited.

Mr, Lambert: Is the hon. member in order
in assuming that as a result of the inquiry
Cunpingham will be released? This is
merely a motion for the inquiry.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is not a
peint of order.

Mr. MANN: I am opposed to the motion.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [12.25]: It
is regrettable that the member for Perth
(Mr. Mann) should have strayed so far from
the motion,

The Premier: It is a queation of an in-
quiry into whether this man should be re-
leased.

Mr. LAMBERT: It is a case of an impar-
tial inquiry being held.

Mr. J. Thomson:; By whomt

Mr. LAMBERT : The (Government can
determine who shall be entrusted with the
work. It is entirely foreign to the question
to suggest that Cunningham will be released
ag a result of the inquiry. The point is
whether there is sufficient doubt in the
minds of members that this man may be
sufficiently sane to be released to warrant
them in passing the motion ? If we put
aside much of the correspondence, which
would lead to one ¢onclusion only, and admit
that in other cases mistakes have heen made,
we may then feel that in this case Cunning-
ham may be detained when he should be
released. The member for Perth said that
the Royal Commission had inquired inteo
Cunningham’s case, but they did uot inquire
inte specific cases, They mcrely inquired
into the general administration and conduct
of the hospital.

Mr, Mann: Cunningham put his case be-
fore the Commission,

Mr. LAMBERT: It was outside the scope
of the inquiry. No matter how sane Cun-
ningham may have been the scope of the
inquiry did not permit of a report on his
sanity.

Mr, Mann: Have you consulted the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle?

Mr. LAMBERT: The seope of the inquiry
is definite and they could not go outside it.

Mr, J, Thomaon: I know a lot about
Cunningham,

Mr. LAMBERT : And I bhave a clear
opinion as to the sanity of some members
of Parliament.

My, J, Thomeon: My opinion is based on
the judgment of the doctors.

Mr. LAMBERT: I could get doctors to
verify my doubts as to the mental stability
and sanity of a lot of people, but would
that justify me in assuming that the
individuals concerned were insame? Can it
be said on the evidence we have that Cunning-
ham should remain im the institution?

Mr. J. Thomson: I ean say that. I had a
letter from him to-day.

Mr. LAMBERT: It is an unfortunate case.
The Premier will admit that, if there is a
lingering doubt in the minds of members con-
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cerning it, it should be dispelled. If we be-
lieved all we were told, there wonld not be
any doubt ip our minds in dealing with a
matter like this, However, we should judge
this individual as we should expect one man
to judge another. We should not go on hear-
say.

%Ir. J. Thomson: I should like to know
what the member for Kanowna thinks,

Mr, LAMBERT: With his great knowledge
of mental diseases, he would no doubt adopt
a charitable attitude. If there is a lingering
donbt as to the sanity of this man, it would
not be a charitable thing to deprive him of an
opportunity to prove his mental state.

Mr, J, Thomson: Have you seen him?

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not want to see him.
I do not want to judge from his appearance,
or to judge him by his alleged corrcspondence.
In common justice to a man who, with others,
believes he is sane, the motion should be
agreed to. I counsel hon. members to take
a charitable view of this matter, and to con-
sider the terrible position of a man confined
within the four walls of an asylum, deprived
of an opportunity to prove his sanity. TFor
the very little at stake by way of expenditure,
there should be no question of depriving the
man of the inguiry. For God’s sake, let us
hold the ingniry!

Question put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes 15
Noes 16
Majority against 1
AYES.
Mr., Chesson Mr. Marshall
Mr. Colller Mr. McCallum
Mr. Corboy Mr. Muusle
Mr. Gibson Mr. Walker
Mr, Heron Mr. Willcock
Mr. Hughes Mr. Wlison
Mr. Lambert Mr. Carter
Mr, Lutey LTeller.)
NozEs,
Mr, Dentan Mr. Richardson
Mr. Durack Mr, Bampson
Mr. George Mr. J. H. S8mith
Mr, Harrisen Mr. Teesdale
Mr. H., K. Maley Mr. J. Thomson
Mr. Mann Mr. Underwood
8ir James Mitchell Mr. Mullany
Mr. Money (Teller.)
Mr. Piesso

Question thus negatived.

BILL—THE WEST AUSTRALIAN TRUS-
TEE, EXECUTPR AND AGENCY
COMPANRY, LIMITED, ACT AMEND-
MENT (PRIVATE).

Council's Mesgage.

Message from the Council received and read
notifying that it bad agreed to the amendment
made by the Assembly.
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MOTION—MINING LEASES, MONOPOLY.
Mr, CHESSON (Cue) [12.50]: I move—

That in the opinion of this House the
granting of a monopely of the abandoned
iold-mining leases is not in the best interests
of this State, and should not be completed.

My ohject in moving the motion is to secure
an expression of opinion from this House.
Every mining man with whom I have come in
contact, apart from company promoters, is
opposed to the suggested monopely,

The Premier: There is no intention of
granting 1 monopoly.

Mr, CIIESSON: This has been approved
by the Minister for Mines, and will be given
effect to as soon as the promotion of a eom.
pany is complete. The question has been thor-
oughly investigated by the Mines Department,
and on the 27th November, 1922, the Minister
approved of the proposal. We know that un-
der Section 276 of the Mining Aet the Min-
irter can grant a monopoly of this description
over a prescribed area. If this monopoely is
granted, it will be the end of prospecting in
Western Australia.

Mr. Lutey drew atteation to the state of
the House.

[Bells run, and a quorum formed. |

Mr. CHESSON: The proposal is to cut wp
the auriferous belt into 33 squares comprised
within parallels of latitude and longitude.
That means the squares will be 63 miles Jong

and 63 miles broad, and each square
will  include 3,869 squarc miles.  The
greatest nuwmber of wmen the company

could be asked tn employ on one of these
squares is 18—three parties of six each. The
monopoly it is proposed to give will gx_tend
over a period of five years, and the Minister
is to have the power at the cxpiration of one
year, if the promoters do not comply with the
conditions of the contract, te cancel the
.monopoly. From past experience however, we
know that unless a strong case is put for-
ward, Ministers do not take a hand in the
matter. We know what has happened in con-
nection with the oil leases. The Minister also
has the power to prevent a sale. Again, we
know in connection with the oil areas that a
clause was inserted, and that in spite of it
big sales have taken place. Preeisely the
same thing ean happen in this case. Every-
thing that has heen discovered in Western
Australia has been the result of the work of
prospectors. (‘ompany promaters never do
anything in the nature of prospecting. They
merely take sampling options and after work-
ing a lease for a while, if it develops well,
they will lake over the proposition. If we
are going to give a big tract of eountry as it
is proposed to do in this ease, one man Wwill
be able to retain possession of 33 squares,
and in that way have eontrol of the whole of
the auriferous belt of the State, with the ex-
ception of the North-West which has been
exempted. Tf we are going to give a manopoly
te one company it will mean that the pros-
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pectors will be driver out of Western Aus-
tralia altogether, The companiey are not
likely to employ the prospectors.

The Premier: Are there many?

Mr. CHESSON: I know of 109 in my dis-
trict who are yprospecting without a title.
They are prospecting by virtue of the miners’
rights they possess, ant their work is being
earried out on abandoned holdings. The
square in the ('we vlectorate runa from Len-
tionville almost to Nannine. If it is proposed
to grant this square to a eompany, it will
mean that all the prospectors there now will
have to leave the place. They would not even
he allowed to carry on dry blowing. My ob-
jeet in bringing torward the motion is to get
an expression of opinion from the mining
members in the (hamber, who T am sure do
not wish to sce the prospectors driven ont.
The proposed monopoly will have the effect
of retarding prospeeting and if anything like
that happens it will certainly not be to the
advantage of the State, Every member is
prepared to assist and to encourage these men
who have done 8¢ much for Western Aus-
tralia. All the goldfields’ representatives are
against this monopely, We know what great
powers are vested in the Minister under the
Mining Aet. 1 trust that we can get such
an expression of opinion from the House as
to prevent u moanopoly being granted.

The Premier: If I were you I would say
that no man has the right to do anything.

Mr. CHESSON: TUnder existing condi-
tions any man can take up an abaodoned
holding so long as he complies with the lahour
covenants. A monopoly such as is suggested
will give the individual who secures it, the
chance of hawking round the various leases.
If it is desired to assist the mining industry,
the abandoned leases should be handed over to
pioncers to work and not company promoters.
These people have been the means of retard-
ing mining development, men of the stamp of
De Bernales, Shalleross and others. I trust
the Government will not do anything that
will have the effect of locking up an enor-
mous territory. T have reeeived protests from
every portion of my electorate and the file
contains protests from all parts of the gold-
fields. I leave the matter to the decision of
the House, aatisfied that members will not
countenance the granting of any such mon-
opoly.

[The Spcaker resumed the Chair.]

The PREMIER (Hon, Sir James Mitchell
—XNortham) [1.3]: It is easy to agree with
the motion because it says, in effect, that no
monopoly should be granted over the whole of
the abandoned gold mining leases in the
State, T tnld the member for Cue (Mr. Ches-
son) the Government did not intend to do
anything in the matter of the proposal. I
heard of it omly a litfle time ago and the
hon. member will recollect my telling him
after the Minister went away that nothing
would be done.

Mr. McCallum: By the way, what has be-
come of the Minister? Is he attending any
bowling conference?
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Hon. P. Collier: He must be on long ser-
viee leave.

The PREMIER; 1 wish the hon. member

would get lost.

* Mr. Me¢Callum: I have no doubt about that.

The PREMIER: The Minister had no in-
tention of granting this request without ¢on-
sulting the representatives of mining con-
stituencies. Those members have come to-
gether and are taking a keen interest in the
development of our mining fields. I hope
their coming together will prove very useful
to the industry. It is the first time sinee I
have been in the House that they have come
together in that way, and I am sure they will
endeavour to do good work for the State.

Mr. Marshall: I do not know what you
would do without wvs.

The PREMI1ER: I hope their conferences
will lead (o c¢onsiderable development. There
is too little development going on.  The
leases referred to are those that have not
been worked for two years.

Mr. Chesson: They have been worked, and
are heing worked now, under miners’ rights.
They have not been taken up.

The PREMIER: I have not seen the file,
A couple of months ago I travelled from
Leonora to Wiluna with the Leader of the
Oppoesition and we saw miles and miles of
workings but, except here and there where
we eame across a little show, we saw not
a soul. Yet the whole line of our journey
was marked by machinery, batteries and all
sorts of mining gear lying idle in the bush,
(t struck me that if we could get someone to
take up part of the mining areas and develop
them, the State would derive great bhenefit,
We were told all the mines were good, but
because of bad management had been aban-
doned; with good management all would be
well.

Mr, Heron: And also because of high costs.

The PREMIER: I agree that no one man
should have a lease of the whole country.
The hon. 'nember said it was intended to lease
very large areas. He did not say the pro-
posal was to take over some of the ¢ld aban-
doned mines, which altogether would not
cover very much country.

Mr. Chesson: They c¢over the whole of my
electorate.

The PREMIER: Then it is wonderful that
the whole of the electora there have not fallen
down the shafts. The Minister said there
was no intention of going on with the pre-
posal, and I do not think negotiations had
proceeded very far. He asked me to inform
the House that he would not go on with the
proposal without consulting mining members.
We ought not to prevent capital from working
in the State. We should encourage it. We
went to 8t. Ives some time ago and saw a
good many people working, but there seemed
to be too many shows for the capital. Had there
been more eapital and fewer shows, we might
have got something good. I noticed in the
Press that a man had found a 16oz. nugget
at Kalgoorlie,

Mr, Heron: A very nice Christmas box.
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The PREMIER: I hope more will be
found. We can well agree to the motion be-
cause it does mot mean any more than that
no one man shall have the whole of the lands.
I hope the House will not do anything to
deter the development and manning of some
of the old mines. At Coolgardie we saw some,
and T do mot consider that a2 certain man
there was committing a e¢rime when he eol-
lected some of the machinery, put in his own
money, and endeavoured te work a mine once
more, I thought he should be applauded.

Mr. Lambert: He could not do that if this
mounopoly were granted. It would stop indi-
vidual effort,

The PREMIER: I do not think so. I hope
the Minister will noi be expected to prevent
any man ihat has a little money from putting
it into mining. Sueh a man ought to be en-
courgged.

Mr. Chesson: We do not abject to that.

The PREMIER: It is extraordinary that
members rhould objeet to the cmeouragement
of capital, the very thing that we want in
this State, and we should not do anything to
deter expenditure on development work. I
saw some of the old prospectors at Wiluna,
and delightful old chaps they were, picking
up stone around abandoned shaits and get-
ting a little gold. One man had crushed 10
tons during the current year and was appar-
ently doing very well on it. The motion re-
fers to a monopoly over the whole of the
land of the State, and members can be sure
that no one will get more than he can work.
The member for Brownhill-Ivanhoe (Mr.
Lutey) seems anxious to speak, and when he
doeg I hope he will tell us a good deal about
8t. Ives. I think he has a bit of a monopoly
out there.

Mr. Lutey: No, I did my brass out there.

The PREMIER: He had a fair bit of land,
and it seemed that if he had had £100,000, he
would have made a good thing out of the
lease. The House will be safe in carrying
the motion, because ne one will be pranted a
monopoly over the whole of cur lands.

Mr, MULLANY (Menzies) [112]: I
support the motion because a proposition to
grant any individual or company a right to
held vp all the abandeoned leases in the State
for any term would be detrimental to the
industry. I agree with the Premier in his
desire to influence people to invest their capi-
tal in mining. The proposition of abandened
leases appeals to me somewhat. There are
many abandoned leases that have got beyond
the capabilities of the nverage prospector and
the only possible chance of getting them
worked again would be for outside ecapital
to take them in hand. This is a proposition
to give an individual or company the right to
hold up all the abandoned leases in the State
for five years, The intention was to mark
off the State in 30 sections and the individual
or company would have the right to hold
them up for five years.  There are many
abandoned leases that might well be investi-
gated with a view to & revival of the mining
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industry. But 1 do not think this proposition
would have that cffect. I desire to gquote
from ‘‘Hansard'' a few extraets from a
speech I made as far back as 1912, when
I was seeking to direet attention to many
leases which, having heen worked and having
produced a considerable amount of gold at a
good profit, were at that time abandoned. I
dealt mainly with leases and mines in my
own electorate, I said—

T have a few figures relating to the gold
production of some of the mines immedi-
ately north of Kalgoorlie, most of them
beingr situated in the Menzies elecforate.
The Paddington Consoly, 30 miles north of
Kalgoorlie, has crushed 133,000 tons of orve
for 60,000 fine ¢unces. The mine is now
abandoned, and the greatest depth reachod
on this mine was 600 fect. A little further
on, at Bardoc, there is the Zoroastrian.
This mine treated 70,393 tons for 49,494
fine ounces of gold, but is also abandoned,
and the greatest depth reached is
something over 400 feet, There is also
the Golden Pole at Davyhurst. The mem-
ber for Pingelly was at one time managing
this mine, and I know he has stated, and,
I believe, correctly, that it paid over 400
per cent. upon the capital that was pat info
it. It has erushed 74,500 tons for 71,961
ounces. Jt is also abandoned at a depth
of about 700 feet vertical. The Westralia
Waihi at Davyhurst has erushed 44,279
tons for 19,700 ounces. This alse ia prae-
tically abandoned at a depth of 600 feet.
I think I am correet in saying that there
is no producing mine in Australia to-day,
payable at a depth of 1,000 feet or over,
that has been contiruously payable from
the surface down to a depth of 1,000 feet.
In almost every instance in gold-mining in
Australia poor zones have been met with
at different levels, but the mines payable
below that depth have kept on with their
development work and have gone through
the poor zomes to get payable values at
greater depths. Yet we find these mines,
which took a great amount of woney out
of the dQistricts T have referred to, did not
give the propositions a fair mining chanee;
and now the State is in the position that
it has spent a great amount of money in
providing water services, railway communi-
cation, public offices, and all the different
convenienees the State provides to try to
assist these people fo earry on the indus-
try; but I claim the companies have not,
and the figures I have quoted support me
in claiming that they have not, given the
State a fair go in the mining industry at
any rate of Western Australia. Another
instance, and onc of the most glaring of
the lot, is the Queensland Menzies at Men-
zies. The mine has crughed 50,321 tons
for 76,928 ounces, but is also abandoned
at a depth of 600 feet. I have here a
clipping from a report of the inspector of
mines for this district which bears upon
this matter. It reads: *‘The Queens-
land Menzies mine has donc very little

work during the year, This is a re-
markable mine, after having poid between
£80,000 and £100,000 in dividends, that it
should be to-day lying almost idle.  The
shoot of values which paid these large
dividends pitehed diagonally through the
entire lease, and was mined to within 10
feet of the boundary, where displacement
oreurred, the boundary being so near to the
Nada lease, belonging to another company,
that they stopped further prospecting for
this splendid ore shoot. It is the opinion
nf several competent miners that this shoot
conld be again located.’’

While 1 nm opposed tu tle proposition to
grant the whole of the abandoned leases to
any one company, ¥et I hold that if a com-
pany, or an individual, comes aleng showing
a genuine desire to exploit our abandoned
leases, attention might well be devoted to the
offer, I would welecome the advent to this
State of such a company or such an indi-
vidual, In such a case I would not care if
20 or 30 or 40 abandoned leases were re-
served. The proposal at which this motion
is aimed is, however, an utter absurdity, We
know that 93 per cent. of the country between
Kalgoorile and Menzies and Laverton has
been held under mining lease at one time or
other. Why should ome company ask to have
all that area reserved for them? In my
opinion, the proposition is purely a promoting
proposition, to be taken to London for the
jurpose of obtaining eapital.

Mr. SPEAKER: The motion does not deal
with any question of capital.

Mr. MULLAXNY: I oppose the proposition
irrespective of the question of capital.

Hon. P. Collier: The company might work
the leases as Bernales works his leases, with-
out any capital,

Mr, MULLANY: This is not a genuine
proposition at all. The only object of those
putting it forward is to be able to go to
London and say, *“We have the best mining
ureas in Western Australia reserved for ve.’’
Thus they hope to induce peeple to put money
into the proposition. I support the motion.

AMr. J. H. SMITH: I move—
That the House do now divide.
Motion put and negatived.

Mr. LUTEY (Brownhill-Tvanhoe) [1.28]:
it is jmst as well that that motion
hus been megatived, if there is not to be a
hrawl here.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member
must not threaten the House with a brawl.

Mr, LUTEY: At no peried have I ever
taken up much of the time of the House.
Even to-day this Chamber spent a consider-
able time over the question of a Royal Com-
migsion for a persen ircarcerated in a lunatie
asylum. On this question, however, there
seems to be an intense desire to borke dis-
cussion. Yet it is the most important ques-
tion that has come before the mining com-
munity for years.
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Mr. SPEAKER:
to the motion,

Mr. LUTEY: The Premier has said that
the Government have had no intention of
granting the proposed lease without consult-
ing mining members. That may be all right.
T resent any suggestion that the time that the
House may devate, vven at this late hour, to
the present guestion is time wasted.

Hon. P. (ollier: The House has heen
speading six months on farmers’ business,
and now we are not allowed six minutes to
discuss a mining question.

Mr. Wilson called atteantion to the state of
the House.

The Premier has agreed

Rells rung, and a quornm formed.

Mr. LUTEY: TUp to withiu a day or two,
it may lave been news to the Premier that
there was an intention to grant this monopoly
to a private syndicate, and without mining
memhers being consulted, We have heard
practically nothing of it. Yet the files show
that the Minister for DMines has already
agreed to this iniquitous propesal to hand
over the abandoned mining leases. The Pre-
mier probably has had his eyes opencd dur-
ing the last few days. The member for Cue
{Mr. Chesson) has exhanstively pointed out
what the proposal means te the goldficlds.
The Premier asked why we should not en-
courage capital being put into these ventures.
The member for Menzies (Mr. Mullany} and
nthers are even now resurrecting an old lease
in the Menzies electorate. They are the class
of investors we should encuurage, but if this
propesal were accepted that little syndieate
at Menzies would be cut sut altogether. Even
the member for Collie (Mr. Wilson), with all
his Seoteh caution, is in that syndicate, so it
must be a pretty good propesition. Not untit
oquite recently did the Premier realise the
enormity of this proposal to hand over the
abandoned leases. All the people of the goid-
fields are up in arms against it. Any day
the 109 prospectors out in the Cue district
might strike something that woull employ
hunilreds of men.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is
not keeping very close te the motion,

Mr. LUTEY: T am right on it.
Stevenson——

Mr. SPEAKER:
come into the motion.

Mr. LUTEY: The moenopoly to Steven-
soil has been approved of by the Minister for
Mines, This Stevenson, this carpet-bagger,
woulld prevail on the Minicter to give him the
monopoly. Now that the propesal has been
ventilated I trust it will be turned down with
a thud. Still, it is as well to realise the power
the Minister has, and the position into which
he was about to put us. If Stevenson had
heen able to finance the show, it would have
heen a poor look out for the prospectors.

Mr. SPEAKER: XNothing of thix is in the
motion. The hon, member must discnss the
motion.

[51]

This

Mr, Btevenson does not
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Mr. LUTEY: [ um showing why the mon-
opoly should not be granted. The Premier
went to Wituna, There are wonderful pros-
peets in Wilona. On one lense where boring
is proceeding, a combany ia preparved to speni
£30,000,

Mr, SPEAKER:
to do with that!

Mr. LUTEY: Yes, for Wiluna is part of
the monopoly proposed to be granted.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member cannot
guggest that a lease being hored upon is
abandoned.

Mr, LUTEY: But there are abandoned
leases on the same line of lode, and if ile
monopoly were granted the monopolist woulil
hive control over those leases, and prospectors
would have no chance of working on them.
Take the abaundoned lease, the old ‘¢ Maggie,™’
at Bulong. When that lease was abandouned
the lede was still vieh. Suppuse the monope-
lists were prepared to work that show. They
could put their 18 men on to the one miue, and
so hold up all abandened leages for hnndreds
of square miles around. [t is the mnyst atro-
cious scheme ever su;zgested in respect of min-
ing in this State, and I am glad the Premier
approves of the motion beforc us.

Queytion put and passed.

Has thu: motion anything

Sitting suspended from 1.47 a.m. {0 3.20 a.m.

BILL-—LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX.
Council’s further Messuge.

Message frem the Council received and
read nefifying the Assembly that it no
longer pressed its requested amendments.

BILLS (3)—RETURNED.

1, Public  Serviee .Appeal Beard
Amendment,

2, Women'’s Legal Status.
3, Appropriation,
Without amendment.

Act

ADJOURNMENT—CLOSE OF SESSION,
Complimentary Remarks,

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
—Northam) [3.227: T move—

That the House af its rising odjonrn until
Thursedap, 27th December.

Before the House adjonrns I should like to
thank you, Mr. Speaker, and the staff, for
the unfailing courtesy and kindness aceorded
to us during the life of this Parliament, It
is the last sitting of tlis Parliament. I
should also like to thank members for their
courtesy towards me during the last three
years that T have occupied this pogition. We
have been fortunate in many respects. We
have done onur best for the country o far as
our ahility has enabled us to do it- There has
been very little ill feeling shown towards
the Government at anyv time. Tt has been
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a pleasnre to work in this Parliament. T
thank moembers who bave supported me
during this time, There are some people
who think the Opposition might have shown
us a little too much consideration, but T
kuow they have only supported measures
that have been for the good of the people
and the country, Nome members have
probably had a little more than ordinary
feelings of friendship for me, but at the
Lottom of it all thex have ouly supported
thoge measnres they have felt it right 1o
support.  We know that youw, Sir, have the
good will of all members, and during the
timte xun have ocveupied the Chair we have
all learnel to respeet vou as Speaker.

Mr, Marshall: T do not know about that,
He kivked me out one night,

The PREMEIER: T wish you, Mr. Speaker,
und the whole House a merry (*hristmas and
# bappy New Yeur, and T bope you will be
sparest to oevupy your position for many
vears., On hehalf of the Honse I wish you
all the good things that life e¢an bring you.

Hon, P, COLLIER (Boulder) [3.25]: I
join with the Premier in expressing my
thank- to vou, My, Speaker, for the kindly
consideration vou bhave extended to me and
all members of the House during the life of
thie present Parliament. T should also like
to express the same sentiment regarding the
Cbairmun of Comnrittees and the Deputy
Chairmen, whose unfailing  kindness  and
courtesy have heen of great nssistanee to
members. To the Clerk, the Clerk Assistant,
the messengers and officers of the House we
are /e and all greatly indebted. I do not
know how we should get along very often
were it not for the assistance that has at all
times been rendered by them, and for the
great courtesy they liave shown towards us.
To the ‘*Hansard’’ staff we are maore
partivalarly imlebted. | do not know what
the electors woulil think of us on many oeea-
sions if the ‘*Hansarl’’ staff did not come
to our assistance

Mr. Richarnison: Make our speeches for us,

Hon, P. COLLIER: - -in the production
of ‘‘Hansard,”” When I have looked
through the vopy as it bas come out on
Tuesday, T have felt very grateful for the
manner in which it has been

Mr. Richardson: Sub-edited.

Hon, P. COLLIER : Presented for the
benefit of the public. This is the end of a
perfect day.

Mr. Rivhardson: We hope not.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Tt iy the end of a
perfect Parliament. In one respect it has
heen a most perfeet Parliament. There has
heen very little in the way of acrimontous
debate, less than in any Parliament T have
been associnted with for the past 18 vears
We have heen able to conduet our discus-
sions in & friendly way, free, so far as it is
given to us to be free, when we are contend-
ing stronglvy tfrom opposite views, of any
npesanalities, I helieve tl4s Parliament has
set an example in that respect. I remember
in the oll days the bitterness that was some-
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times imported into the debates in thiy
Heouse, Whilst the discussions have been
carried on & fairly friendly maoner we can all
say that no member has sacrificed anything
in the way in wbhich he presented his case.
We have learnt—at least I have as T lave
grown oli-r in this House—that we c¢an pre-
sent our case and fight strenuously, argu-
ment upon argument, withont finding it neves-
sary to hwe unduly offensive or agpressive.
This Parlinment has done fairly well in that
respect. T oregret, or, at least, I would dn so0
were it not that we are sitting in opposition,
that Parliament terminates go shortly.

The Premier: It is better than not sitting
at all!

Hon, I COLLIER: One could bhardly ex-
pect the Opposition to regret the appreach
of the olections becanse it may bring changes
with it. We hnve to go befare our masters,
aml, on bhehalf of the Opposition, T wish
members sitting on the Government side of
the House as good luck s one politieal oppo-
net may wislh another. 1 hope I am not mis-
uwde retood.

Mr. Piesse: Your wish is reciproeated.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Duving the vears 1
have heen in Parliament, I have formed
friendships apart from political associations
and it hay always been a matter of regret
that elections from time to time have huwd
the effect of severing those friendships in
this Chamber. Each 1’arlimment rings with
it the voluntary retirement of members, [
regret the retirement of <everal who have
served in this and previous Parliaments. The
memher for Kimberley (Mr. Duraek), with
whem we do not see eye to exe on some mat-
ters, particolarly regarding State trading
voncerns, is a gentleman we have learned to
like and respeet. I am sorry that he is re-
tivimgr from pahlie life, but T oo sure e will
continue to take an active interest in the
affairs ot State, The member for Beverley
(Hon., F. T. Broun) has alse imlicated his
intention of not seeking re-electivn. He, tou,
has carned our respeet, and the neat Parlia-
meut will e the poorer beecanse of his al-
venve.  We shall all pass through a strenncus
time shortly, but I hope the conduct of the
elections will be such as to enable us to mect
again without having engendered any undue
amuonnt of ill-feeling.

Mr. JOHNSTOX  (Williams-Narrogin)
[333]: On behalt of the Country Pariy, T
wish to join with those who have extendedl to
you, Mr. Speaker, to the officials of the
House, and particolarly to the **Hansard™'
staff, complimentary references regarding the
work of the gession. While these wha remain
in the Country Party are few in oumbers,
we wish to specially express our appreciation
of the “*Hunsard’’ stafi becruse 3t is felt
that we have dome our fair share, in propor-
tion to our numbers, in keeping that staff
busily engaged. We wish to thank them for
tieic valuakle assistanee, It is true that we
have hald chapges lately in our ranks. If any
of the gentlemen with whom we have luen
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assocviated for so long should fall by the way,
1 can assure them that in their period of rest
and leisure they will always have our besl
wishes for a peaceful, happy, quiet time—
Mon. P. Collier: Down on the farnm.
Mr. JOHNSTON: And long life to eajoy
it.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
{Hou. H. E. Maley—Greenough) [3.35]: On
hehalf of the great majority of the Country
Party members—-——

Capt. Carter: The Majority Country Party.

Member: The dinknm party!

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURLE:
--I do not quite know why, at this particular
stage, such an incident a8 we have just wit-
nessed should have ocearred, We are ap-
proaching a season of goodwill and 1 do not
know why [ should have been forestalled by
the member for Williams-Narrogin (Mr.
Johnston) in the cxerecise of the privilege I
have enjoyed. 1lowever, it does not affect me
in the slightest degree, for, on behalf of the
Country Party itself, I can offer to you, Mr.
Speaker, and to the staff of Parliament, our
best thanks for the many acts of eourtesy and
kindness extended to na during the sesgion, |
sincerely hope we will meet again to share in
those courtesies. Wa are about to embark on
the decp and troubled waters of a political
enmpaign.

Hon. P. Gollier: On an unknown voyage.

Mr. Lambert: Through uncharted seas.

Capt. Carter: And the River Styx for some
of us!

The MINISTER FUOR AGRICULTURE:
During the seven ycars I have been in Par-

liament, T have formed many strong friend- -

ghips that will eontinue. T join with the
Leader of the Opposition in the hope that
we can pass throngh the political campaign,
strenuously fighting for the respective pol-
icies we stand for, with the least possible
friction. I recognise that, once one enters
the ring with the gloves off, it is a case of
‘‘go for your life,'' but T believe we can
appreciate ome another’s good qualities, or
lack of them, and bear with each other in a
spirit of toleration. We are approaehing the
season of "‘Peaec on earth avd goodwill to-
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wirds ail men”’ and § can juin in the heart
iest expressions of goodwill te you, Mr
Speazker, to every member of the House, anc
to the staff, with every wish for a happ
Christmas and a bright and prosperous New
Year.

Mr. SPEAKER [3.39]: 1 thanok hoa. mem
bers for the expressions of kindness anc
goodwill 1o myself, to the Chairman of ("om
mittees, to the temporary Chairmen o
Committees, to the Clerk and Clerk Asgistant
to the ‘*Hansard’’ staff, and to the staff gen
erally. It is indeed pleasing al the close o
a atrenuous session to feel that those whe
have Lecn associated with me—perhaps .
may have appeared ut times, in my position a
Speaker, to have been severe—enjoy the re
sprect of hon. members. T have done only wha
I have felt to be my dvty when T have ex
tended all the assistance .possible to hon
members. I am grateful to the Chairman o
Committees, the temporary Chairmen of Com
niittees, the Clerks, the ‘* Hansard’’ staff ant
altl others connected with Parliament for the
generous upport, assistanee and courtes)
they have extended to me at all times in help
ing me to carry out the duties attached t
my office. If T had not their assistance, ]
could mot have carricd out the work T an
called upon to do. Although we arc parting
now, 1 hope that, at a later date, we will I
logether again, after facing the electors. T:
the people realise our value, they will senc
ug back to undertake another three years oi
hard and laborious work. If those who as
pire to political honours knew what we haw
to eontend with, they would stay at home

Mr. Willcock: We don’t want to go bacl
to gur homes.

Mr. BPEAKER: Perhaps they do not real
isa that, and ambition may carry them to the
point of endeavouring to disturb us at the
general election. I wish everyone a mern
Christmas and a prosperous New Year, an¢
success at the goneral elections to all parties
without reservation. I shall be pleased to ses
all hon. members in their places after the eon
test.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 3.43 a.m. (Friday).

Parliament was prorogned to the 29th Jannary, 1924, by proclamation published in thi

Government Gagetfe on 21st December, 1923,

By further proclamation poblished in the Gor

ernment Gozette on the 28th January, 1924, the Legisiative Asscmbly was dissolved as fron

and after the 28th January, 1924.




